
 



 
CBCA NSW Branch KIDS’ CORNER – December 2021 – Featuring BAGS = Books As Gifts and more  

 

 

Welcome and thank you to our 

GUEST ILLUSTRATOR 

RAMONA DAVEY 
https://www.instagram.com/ramonaofjersey 

https://www.ramonadavey.com/home 

 
Ramona is an experienced primary school 
teacher and art teacher. She especially 
loves to teach children about famous artists 
and how to create with clay. 
 

She won her first art competition at the age of nine 
for her drawing of a baby silverback gorilla. Her 
favourite animal until she got two cats. 
Ramona loves to illustrate using bright block colours 
and showing humorous scenarios. She has two 
rescue cats, so of course, she loves to draw cats too.  
 
To see more of Ramona’s art, visit her daily doodles 
on her INSTAGRAM page or her portfolio of artwork 
on her  WEBSITE.  

 
 

WELCOME TO KIDS’ CORNER DECEMBER 2021  

At the end of yet another interrupted year, we look forward to the HOLIDAYS with hopes 

of a more settled year ahead. Special thanks to RAMONA DAVEY, our CBCA NSW Branch 

GUEST ILLUSTRATOR for setting the scene for the DECEMBER 2021 KID’S CORNER. 

 We are delighted to showcase the BAGS = BOOKS AS GIFTS project with 

nearly 40 CBCA NSW Branch authors and illustrators and their recent and upcoming books.  

Thanks to many others who have kindly contributed their ideas for KC to keep us all reading 

and writing this year. As we got used to lockdowns, more zoom meetings and changes of 

plans, our authors and Illustrators were constantly reminding us to share and grow 

imagination with great stories.   

https://www.instagram.com/ramonaofjersey/?hl=en
https://www.ramonadavey.com/home
https://www.instagram.com/ramonaofjersey/
https://www.ramonadavey.com/
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  This month we  

-celebrate great stories in the BAGS = BOOKS AS GIFTS project.  

-offer HUGE THANKS to URSULA DUBOSASRSKY the 2000-2021 AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN:S 

LAUREATE for her amazing support and involvement with all things related to Australian 

Children’s literature,  

-catch up with great CLASSIC POETRY thanks to PETER MACINNIS 

-explore TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS related to the end of a year and the beginning of a 

better future with AHSLEIGH BARTON and MARTINA HEIDUCZEK; 

- prepare as OFF WE GO AROUD AUSTRALIA with ROLAND HARVEY;   

-share excitement because CHRISTMAS ALWAYS COMES with the help of JACKIE FRENCH 

AND BRUCE WHATLEY  

-- and take time to REVISIT IDEAS from earlier issues of KC.  

 

 Great stories and ideas from our authors and illustrators continued to remind us that 

BOOKS ARE ALWAYS THE BEST PRESENTS with their great stories and ideas.  

They also remind us why they love READING and WRTING  

NOW, READ ON AND ON IN THIS BUMPER CROP SIZE ISSUE OF KC.  

 
 

Welcome to  
 BAGS 2021 = BOOKS AS GIFTS 
– our annual CBCA NSW project to 
share recent and upcoming titles and 
info about some of our NSW authors 
and illustrators.  
We hope you will enjoy looking for and 
reading these titles. And that you will 
always share and promote books as the 
best possible gifts. 
 
Thanks to all the authors and illustrators who have imagined and created 

these and other stories. 



 
CBCA NSW Branch KIDS’ CORNER – December 2021 – Featuring BAGS = Books As Gifts and more  

 

 

CAROLYN ELDRIDGE-
ALFONZETTI - Author 
Website: 

www.carolyneldridgealfonzetti.com 
 Twitter:  @carolyn_Writes 
Instagram:  cea_writes 
 
READING and WRITING  
"There’s something magical about reading and 
writing: it makes the hands on all my clocks sweep 
more swiftly.” CAROLYN ELDRIDGE-ALFONZETTI 
 

 
First three books in 
the TRUDIE COOPER 
SUPER Foodie series - 
Brolly Books: The Secret is 
Out; Saves the Day; 
Catches a Cheat 
 
Summary: Trudie Cooper 
has a secret talent. She is a 
cookery genius!  In The Secret is Out.  Trudie is on 
a mission to save the school library with the 
support of a TV personality.  What will happen 
when her secret is revealed?  
 

  

 

 

 
 

 NAT AMOORE - Author 
Website: natamoore.com 
Instagram: @nat_amoore 
Twitter: @nat_amoore 
FB: @NatAmooreWriter 
YouTube:  
youtube.com/c/NatAmooreWriter 
 

 
READING 

I always give the kids in my life a book for Xmas. I 
might give them some cool Lego or something else 

too, but I always give a book. 
There is something really personal about choosing 
a book for someone. It says: 'out of all the books in 
the world, THIS is the one I thought you would love 

most.' If you get it right, it's a gift that can hang 
around for ages, maybe even forever or get passed 

along to siblings or friends. It's the best gift. 
NAT AMOORE 

 
 

 
 

 
SECRETS OF A 
SCHOOLYARD 
MILLIONAIRE; -THE POWER 
OF POSITIVE PRANKING;  
THE RIGHT WAY TO ROCK 
(2021): Penguin Random 
House  
 
The rockin' story of two new 
friends, one arts fiasco and a 
whole lot of music. Without 
music, the world is just blah. 
That’s my take on life, anyway. Mum says rock is the 
only music worth listening to, but I think everyone 
should find their own beat. 
When I hear that Principal Keiren plans to cut all of 
the arts classes at Watterson Primary, there's no way 
me and my new mate Flynn are gonna let that 
happen. We're dragging our secret Broadway 
appreciation society into the spotlight. It's time 
for Watterson: The Musical! 
 
COMING SOON - WE RUN TOMORROW - May 2022 

 

 

http://www.carolyneldridgealfonzetti.com/
https://www.natamoore.com/
https://www.instagram.com/nat_amoore/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/nat_amoore?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/NatAmooreWriter/
https://www.youtube.com/c/NatAmooreWriter
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SAMI BAYLY – Author and 
Illustrator 
http://www.samibayly.com 

https://www.instagram.com/samibayly/?hl=en 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/samibaylyart/ 
Twitter: https://mobile.twitter.com/samibayly 
 

WRITING is such a rewarding experience for me 
because of the impact it has had on kids across the 

country. Whether it’s by helping young people to pick 
up a non-fiction book or by helping them overcome 

their fear of a particular animal, these accomplishments 
make my job so rewarding. 

SAMI BAYLY 

 
THE ILLUSTRATED 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF 
PECULIAR PAIRS IN 
NATURE by SAMI BAYLY 
Lothian/Hachette 
Australia 
 
Many species steer clear 
of those who are different, 

but the animals and plants in  
this book have evolved to form relationships with 
some of the most unlikely partners. Investigating 
all types of relationships, from symbiotic to 
parasitic, this is an eye-opening guide to the 
natural world. 
 

 

 
  
SONIA BESTULIC – AUTHOR  
https://linktr.ee/soniabestulic 
Podcaster of Chatabout Children 
with Sonia Bestulic 
www.chataboutchildren.com 

Multi-Award Nominated Author 
soniabestulic.com.au 
-Website/ social media 
contacts: www.soniabestuic.com.au   
IG @bestulic_sonia FB Sonia Bestulic Author Page 
 
READING gifts us a beacon of knowledge, learning, 

connection, and imagination. 
SONIA BESTULIC  

 

 

KISSES IN YOUR HEART by 
SONIA BESTULIC Cover: Nancy 
Bevington 
-Publisher: Big Sky Publishing 
A bedtime routine of placing 
kisses on a young child’s heart 
inspires bravery, courage and 
self-empowerment.  
 
 REECE GIVE ME SOME PEACE! 
By Sonia BESTULIC 
Reece LOVES making noise. 
Today he’s making music! Will his 
Mum ever get some quiet?  Will 
his family ever balance the 
sounds and the noise and the fun when instruments 
are around? 

 

 

REVISITING KIDS CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about reading writing 
and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet 

 
NOTABLY NSW - Who are the NSW authors and illustrators on the 2021 CBCA 
Notables’ list? See APRIL 2021  
 

 

http://www.samibayly.com/
https://www.instagram.com/samibayly/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/samibaylyart/
https://mobile.twitter.com/samibayly
https://linktr.ee/soniabestulic
http://www.chataboutchildren.com/
http://www.soniabestulic.com.au/
http://www.soniabestuic.com.au/
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
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PATRICIA BERNARD - Author 
           I came up with the idea of a 
play for kindies to 2nd grade that 
includes the 
entire class and 
can be a musical 

/or not. (I am using well known nursery 
rhyme music with slightly different 
words.) This is my January project.  

PODDY’S JUMPER - Lambs 
in wolly jumpers?  
Next year’s books. 
‘PODDY BEATS THE 
FLOOD’ sequel to 
PODDY’S JUMPER’ 
‘Poddy’s Jumper’ play 
entitled PODDY’S AND 
SUPER-BIRD’S NEW 
JUMPERS.’ 

  

JENNY BLACKFORD is an author 
and poet, but never an illustrator 
(she failed finger-painting at kindy).  
http://www.jennyblackford.com/ 
 
 Facebook 

ahttps://www.facebook.com/jennyblackfordauthor. 
 

READING 
Books are essential for people of all ages. They take us 
other places, and inside other people’s heads. We 
might never understand why the mean kids at school 
— or even grown-ups — are mean, but we do learn, by 
reading books, that other people, and cats, have 
hidden qualities. Books help keep us sane. 

JENNY BLACKFORD 

FIL and  HARRY (Christmas 
Press) Who doesn’t love a cat 
that can talk? Discoverung 
that Harry, her cat, could 
talk, AND that he knew that 
her “best friend wasn;t quite 
the real friends she thought 
made Fil wonder if cat magic 

could really 
help with 
problems 
about friends, 
Family, 
homework and 
more - YES, 
this IS a cat! 

    

LYNDA A CALDER   
-Website/ social media 
contacts:http://members.optusnet.com.au/alcalder3/Lynda_Home_Page.htm 

Facebook: The Enigma Diaries of Lynda A Calder- Active Author 
https://www.facebook.com/LyndaEnigmaDiaries 

THE ENIGMA DIARIES. (Little Steps Publishing) 
 

-HIDDEN HISTORY 
-FORGOTTEN FUTURE 

-TANGLED TIME 
The past, present and future are tangled and intertwined. Cassandra Jessica Reid's 
story began two years ago when she stole The Time Device from the Nephilim. 
Now she must stop the brutal High Primero of the Basileus Gateway and help the 
rebel Centaurs defeat the Nephilim once and for all. The story will end, or is it just 
the beginning? 
  

http://www.jennyblackford.com/
https://www.facebook.com/jennyblackfordauthor
http://members.optusnet.com.au/alcalder3/Lynda_Home_Page.htm
https://www.facebook.com/LyndaEnigmaDiaries
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READING AND WRITING 

I used to hate reading until my wise Year 8 English teacher asked me what I loved to watch on TV: "Doctor 
Who" and "Star Trek". She put "I, Robot" by Isaac Asimov in my hand and introduced me to Sci-Fi. Follow 

your passion onto the page and you will love both reading and writing.  
The world needs writers who love STEM. 

LYNDA A CALDER 

  

 

LYNDA A CALDER – the Active Author 

| 

|    _______/ - - \     The Active Author                          | 

|   /         | | /\    "The Enigma Diaries" Trilogy               | 

|  /  $$$        /##\    o Book 1: "Hidden History"                | 

|  \        _   /####\   o Book 2: "Forgotten Future"              | 

|   \_______/  /\####/   o Book 3: "Tangled Time" OUT NOW!!        | 

|          _|_|_ \##/   Published by Little Steps Publishing       | 

|                       Find me and the series on FACEBOOK         | 

| "The Enigma Diaries of Lynda A Calder The Active Author"         | 

|          My webpage:                                             | 

| http://members.optusnet.com.au/alcalder3/Lynda_Home_Page.htm 
 

 

 
 
CHRIS CHENG 

https://www.chrischeng.com/ 
 
Chris has created an extraordinary number of new 
books (as listed).  Check for book trailers 
https://www.chrischeng.com/books.html 
And watch for more titles to     come - soonish.  
      

 
NEW NOW: 
 

BEAR & RAT; illus. Stephen Michael King, Penguin 
Random House Australia - this is my story for 
my beeutiful Bini 
 
THE IMAGINEER. Illustrator-Lucia Masciullo, NLA 
Publishing – Penny’s plans and sketches turn into 
rockets and submarines. When she visits grandpa, she 
discovers a while new world to create with and one 
problem… 
 
WOMBAT. Illustrator- Liz Duthie, Walker 
Books Australia - WINNER 2021 Whitley Award, 
Children’s Zoology. 
 
ONE TREE. Illustrator Bruce Whatley (Penguin books) 
  

http://members.optusnet.com.au/alcalder3/Lynda_Home_Page.htm
https://www.chrischeng.com/
https://www.chrischeng.com/books.html
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DIANA MARLAY COLE  
– Author and Illustrator  
www.dianamarlaycole.com 
Facebook. Diana Marlay -Cole 
 
 
READING has always been an 

important part of my life and that of my family. 
CBCA and Kid’s Corner do a great job in 

promoting Australian books for children and 
promoting books that reflect our own way of life. 

DIANA MARLAY COLE 

MORE AUSTRALIAN ANIMALS.  
This has joined WHAT ARE THEY 
CALLED on the list for the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge. 
(Early 2022. Families. (Little Red 
Apple Publishing) 
All my books have Australian 
subjects, usually native animals 
and my granddaughter Topaz. 
 
For most of my life I have been a painter, so it is natural 
for me to be working as an author/ illustrator. I have 
also enjoyed illustrating books for other authors. 

 
 ELIZABETH MARY CUMMINGS 
author, poet, art lover 

https://elizabethmarycummings.com/ 
 

I believe that to understand our world we need to 
engage we the ideas and perspectives of others. 
By acknowledging our unique world view we can 
build bridges and come to new understandings in 
sharing viewpoints. READING AND WRITING are 

a vital part of our toolbox in achieving this. 
ELIZABETH MARY CUMMINGS 

 
   
  
 

  RAIN SHAKER (Big Sky) - When Erin finds a snow 
shaker, she embarks on a magical journey of 
possibilities of what if? In a world of droughts and 
floods where water won’t behave, her imagination 
shakes things up and leads her to help make a better 
world 
 
 OCEAN DEVOTION (EC PRESS) – This charming story 
about the plastic island in Hawaii is told in rhyming 
couplets will give a call to action to inspire readers to 
save the ocean from pollution. 
 
AMAZING HANDS (English, 
Italian, Spanish- EC PRESS) is a 
simple guide to what our hands 
do and how they help in our 
daily lives. With bright and child-
friendly illustrations, the reader learns how vital hand 
hygiene is and how to reduce the risk of spreading 
germs and infections. this is a highly topical book 
designed to illuminate knowledge without generating 
fear or anxiety within the current social context 
 

    

 

REVISITING KIDS CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about reading writing 
and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet. 

 
Share ideas to READ WHATEVER YOU WANT, 
 plus, BOOKS WITH DIFFERENCES – KC OCTOBER  2021  

http://www.dianamarlaycole.com/
https://elizabethmarycummings.com/
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
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  DIANNE ELLIS – Author and 
poet 
 www.diannellisbooks.com 
  
 
WRITING 

I was once told by a very wise lady that you 
should do what makes your heart sing – for me, 

that’s writing. 
DIANNE ELLIS 

 
CELEBRATE 

I’m so excited to shout out to the world that I’ve 
just signed a publishing contract My first junior 
fiction novel which will be launched around the 

middle of 2022 titled ‘WINGDOM’. 
DIANNE ELLIS 

 
BIRTHDAY BALLOON (Pegasus 
Publishers.) Rosie receives a huge 
silver balloon attached to a book 
about rainbows from her Grandpa, 
but when it sails into the sky, she 
is heartbroken. This story not only 
shows a special family 
relationship, it also displays the colours and order of the 
rainbow spectrum. Does Rosie’s balloon come back to 
her. You’ll have to read the book to find out. 
 
 ‘DABBLEDUC’ (January 2022 (Brolga Publishing). 
Dabbleduck, an adorable 
Australian Wood Duck is always 
sticking her bill into someone 
else’s business. She is well-known 
for her curiosity. Her dabbling 
comes in handy when she 
discovers Frog trapped inside a plastic bag. and she and 
her friends immediately pitch in to help.  
 

 

 

 
MICK ELLIOTT- an author, illustrator, TV 
producer, screenwriter, literacy ambassador and 
professional mischief-maker 
Website/ social media contacts: 
www.mickelliott.me 
@whatmicksaw on Instagram 
@TheMickElliott on Twitter 

 
WRITING 

I love telling stories that make kids laugh. I 
believe that the role of a storyteller is to use 

every tool in their writing toolbox to engage and 
entertain the reader. Humour is the most 

powerful tool. 
Kids are smart. They know when a story is trying 

to hit them over the head with a theme or 
message. Scratch beneath the surface of many 

‘funny’ books and you’ll often find deep and 
complex themes. 

 MICK ELLIOTT 
 

 
 
THE TURNERS - Lothian 

Children's Books.  which 
on the surface is a 
comedy-adventure about 
teenage boy who 
discovers that he’s a 
shapeshifter – is an 
exploration of puberty  
And   a family break up.  
 
AND 
the SQUIDGE DIBLEY series is a celebration of diversity 
and acceptance of a child who is fundamentally 
different to his peers.    
AND, 
standby for news of my brand new picture book series 
coming in 2022. 
 

 

 

http://www.diannellisbooks.com/
http://www.mickelliott.me/
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 SUSANNE GERVAY / SUSANNE as a schoolgirl at 
Daceyville Public School 
 
-WEBSITE/ social media contacts: 
Website - https://sgervay.com 
Facebook 
- https://www.facebook.com/sgervay 
Twitter-   https://twitter.com/sgervay 
Instagram 

- https://instagram.com/susanne_gervay/ 
YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/user/sgervay 
  Linked in -  https://www.linkedin.com/in/susanne-
gervay      

 READING is the safe place for 
young people where they explore 
their world, imagination, fears 
and hopes. A private place that is 
always theirs. 

SUSANNE GERVAY 
 

   
 
HEROES OF THE SECRET 
UNDERGROUND   
(MG/cross over YA) 
 HarperCollins 
 
HEROES OF THE SECRET 
UNDERGROUND is a time 
slip, thriller, part 
autobiography, reaching into the Holocaust. It 
took four years to write, driven by a deep 
commitment to empowering young people to 
vigorously oppose the ongoing spread of hatred 
and bigotry and become heroes for a better 
world. 
 
 

 
LESLEY GIBBES –  
 
www.lesleygibbes.com 
 
 
 
 
 

READING- 
 Ignites your imagination 

and feeds your soul. 
LESLIE GIBBES 

 
SEARCHING FOR CICADAS 
- Nature Storybooks Series 
- Walker Books. 
[Paperback Release Jan 
2022] 
 
In the summertime, 
Grandpa and I go cicada-
watching. We put our camping gear into my 
wagon and walk down to the local reserve. 
Last year we saw five Green Grocers, three Yellow 
Mondays and one Floury Baker. 
Can we find the rare Black Prince this year? 

 

 

REVISITING KIDS’ CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about reading writing 
and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet 
  

GUEST ILLUSTRATORS – A different illustrator volunteers each month to create the cover 
for KC. Each one basically need to create an image to invite readers to join in with the main 
monthly topics. The topics are different for each issue, but they all link in with the 
overview of encouraging readers to read, write and think. How can so many covers share 
these components, but come out so uniquely different?   

 

 

 

https://sgervay.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sgervay
https://twitter.com/sgervay
https://instagram.com/susanne_gervay/
https://www.youtube.com/user/sgervay
https://www.linkedin.com/in/susanne-gervay
https://www.linkedin.com/in/susanne-gervay
http://www.lesleygibbes.com/
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
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 MAX HAMILTON  
– Illustrator  
-WEBSITE/ social media 
contacts:  
https://mhdesign.com.au/ 
 

CREATING  

 As an arty, book loving child I loved heading to the 
library each book week to see which books would 
win the shiny CBCA Book Week stickers. My Dad 
always read stories to me, so my love of drawing 

and books cemented my dream to illustrate 
children’s books at around age five. To now call this 

my profession is a lifelong dream realized I use 
traditional mediums to illustrate, mainly 

watercolors combined with aquarelle crayons and 
colored- pencil. 

MAX HAMILTON 

 
MY POSSUM PLAYS THE 
DRUMS - By Catherine 
Meatheringham & Max 
Hamilton. Windy Hollow 
Books 
-Night-time falls and the 
possum orchestra begins. 
Drums bang, violins scratch 
and I can’t sleep! Children 
will love to join in in this 
noisy celebration of possums 
and their nighttime antics. 
 WHEN THE WATERHOLE 
DRIES UP. Windy Hollow Books 
 It's bath time in the outback, and a dusty boy is 
waiting, but so are some very dusty and very cheeky 
animals. Will this boy ever get clean? 
A rollicking tale about togetherness and fun! 

 

REVISITING KIDS’ CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about reading, writing 
and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet 
 

THE POWER of POETRY is shared EVERY month with info  
about poets, techniques, sample poems and more.    
 
 

 

  
 
 KELLI ANNE HAWKINS (Name for 
writing kids’ books) 
- kelliannehawkins.com.au 
 Instagram - kellihawkinswriter  

Facebook- www.facebook.com/kelli.hawkins.16 
READING OR WRITING: 

Dr Seuss said it best 
You can find magic wherever you look 

 Sit back and relax all you need is a book! 
KELLI ANNE HAWKINS 

 

TITLE of recent or upcoming 
book/s: THE SCHOOL FOR 
TALKING PETS ;  
BIRDBRAIN (SEP 2022)- 
HarperCollins 
 
Pets? Tick! 
TALKING pets? Double tick! 
 
Silly spies, secret plots and 
one shy kid who might just save the day? Tick, 
tick, tick! 
Anything's possible at THE SCHOOL FOR TALKING 
PETS ... Charlie and the Chocolate Factory meets 
Doctor Doolittle meets Spy Kids in this funny and 
thrilling Australian middle-grade debut. 

 

https://mhdesign.com.au/
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
http://kelliannehawkins.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/kelli.hawkins.16
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KAREN HENDRIKS 
Karenhendriks.com 
 
-WEBSITE/ social media contacts: 

https://www.instagram.com/karen_hendriks_author/ 
https://www.facebook.com/karenhendrikschildrensauth
or 
https://twitter.com/karenhendriks1?ref_src=twsrc%5Ego
ogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karen-hendriks-
6235b356/?originalSubdomain=au 

WRITING  
 HOME is inspired by my own family heritage. HOME is 
inspired by the village of Wunschendorf (now Srbska) 

where my Mum and Oma were born. Between 1945 and 
1946, three million Sudeten Germans were expelled 

from the Sudeten Mountains to Germany, Austria and 
the Soviet Zone. It was the largest forced refugee 

movement of a single population in the 20th Century. 
KAREN HENDRIKS 

 

   
 
HOME - Daisy Lane 
Publishing 
 
 
War ends, yet its dark 
shadow remains, a 
family is forced to flee 
their home. As they 
journey through hunger, long cold nights and 
homelessness, a heart locket whispers words of 
hope. And a country that's faraway calls for 
those that are no longer wanted. 
 
 
    
 
 ALISA KNATKO is the illustrator. She lives in 
St Petersburg, Russia. 

 

 
ROXANNE KIELY - Author, Poet and 
Songwriter 
Website: https://busyizzy.com/ 
YouTube: 

 https://www.youtube.com/c/Busyizzyandfriends 
Instagram:  

https://www.instagram.com/busyizzyandfriends/ 
READING and WRITING 

"I love reading.  Writing songs, stories and poetry has 
always been a passion and I started at 6 years of 

age. I read about the things I loved and the people I 
wanted to meet, and my writing flowed. 

ROXANNE KIELY 

BUSY IZZY AND 
TALKATIVE TESS  
- Self Published.  
 
Excerpt. "Do you have a 
friend who talks a lot, 
natters and chatters and 
doesn't stop? Busy Izzy 
has a friend like that, she's Talkative Tess and 
she loves to chat." 
Through a series of crazy mishaps, Tess, learns 
the importance of listening, friendship, 
kindness and co-operation.  
  
-Any related special projects or interests?  
  I teach lyric writing and songwriting 

 

 

 

 

http://karenhendriks.com/
https://www.instagram.com/karen_hendriks_author/
https://www.facebook.com/karenhendrikschildrensauthor
https://www.facebook.com/karenhendrikschildrensauthor
https://twitter.com/karenhendriks1?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/karenhendriks1?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karen-hendriks-6235b356/?originalSubdomain=au
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karen-hendriks-6235b356/?originalSubdomain=au
https://busyizzy.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/Busyizzyandfriends
https://www.instagram.com/busyizzyandfriends/
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SADAMI KONCHI   
WEBSITE/ social media  
 

https://www.instagram.com/sadamikonchi/, 
https://asastylefile.com/illustrator/sadami-konchi/ 
 

LITERATURE and DRAWING 
My policy, grab old ones: books, wine. Classic 

literature that has endured time shows all walks of 
life, which will be food for thought. 

The same is true of drawings. Always the same 
subjects have been repeated. Thus, the present is the 
past, and vice versa. Yet, originality and uniqueness 

are sought for forever. 
SADAMI KONCHI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TITLE of upcoming book 
2022  
WE CHILDREN IN THE 
NARROW ROAD TO THE 
DEEP NORTH - written by 
LIBBY HATHORN, illustrated 
by SADAMI KONCHI. 
Publisher Interactive 
Publications · Imprint IP Kidz.  
 
 
Summary 
The unique and heart-warming story of three 
village children’s meeting with the famous poet 
Matsuo Basho, acclaimed for elevating the 
writing of haiku. It stimulates imagination and 
helps with the understanding of Japanese culture. 
The theme also celebrates nature and gives 
insight into the lonely vagabond Basho from the 
children’s eye level. 
This ground-breaking picture book showcases 
Basho in Japanese literary history. The book is 
thoughtful and pleasing. The illustrations based 
on profound research are aesthetic about 
Japanese culture, literature, and haiku.  

 

 

    
ASHLING KWOK – Author 
 
www.ashlingkwok.com.au 

 https://www.facebook.com/ashling.kwok 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ashling_kwok/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/AshlingKwok 

READING 
Reading allows us to learn from the past, escape the 

present, and imagine a future 
beyond our wildest dreams. 

ASHLING KWOK 

 
WHERE’S MY DINOSAUR? 
-  Yellow Brick Books. 
There's something 
growing in mummy's 
tummy. Could it be a 
puppy, a rabbit or a bear? 
Maybe it's a dinosaur. 
Riley's always wanted a dinosaur! Will 
Riley achieve her dream or will she discover 
something even more special hiding in mummy's 
tummy? The perfect book for anyone expecting a 
new addition to the family! 
 

https://www.instagram.com/sadamikonchi/
https://asastylefile.com/illustrator/sadami-konchi/
http://www.ashlingkwok.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ashling.kwok
https://www.instagram.com/ashling_kwok/
https://twitter.com/AshlingKwok
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LIZ LEDDEN 
Website: www.lizledden.com 
Podcast:  
www.onemorepagepodcast.com 
Socials: 
 Instagram  Twitter  Facebook 
 

READING is one of the most important things 
 we can do - for fun, relaxation, our imaginations, 

learning and even self-discovery. 
It allows us to see the world through those with 

different backgrounds to our own. 
 LIZ LEDDEN 

 

 
WALKING YOUR 
HUMAN.-  Larrikin 
House.  
Have you ever 
wondered what your 
dog is thinking? It 
turns out they know 
just what humans 
want - to be walked! And once they're on their 
way, these dogs will share exactly how to do it. 
Walking Your Human is a light-hearted look at the 
dog/owner dynamic. 

 

 NATHAN LUFF 
www.nathanluff.com.au  
Instagram @nathanluffauthor  
  
READING 

I remember the excitement of 
seeing that a new book in a series 

I was reading had been released. Being invited 
to revisit characters and worlds that I loved was pure 

joy! I’m so happy to be writing a series and I hope kids 
feel the same with every new Nerd Herd book. 

NATHAN LUFF 
 

 THE NERD HERD: OUTFOXED 
-BOOK 3. Scholastic Australia.  
 
 Barny the Lamb has been 
kidnapped and taken to the 
den of Mrs. Fox. It’s now up to 
his friends, Shaama Llama 
Ding Dong and Billy the Kid to 
save him but will they be able to get to their 
buddy before he becomes a lamb dinner?  
And how will they outfox the fox? 
 

MONICA LIZAMA 
 
https://www.blotchthedog.com/ 
 
 
 

 
READING AND WRITING 

Discover the WHY behind the WHY. 
Whenever I am writing or reading a book, I question 

myself, WHY? 
Then I discover what it is all about. 

MONICA LIZAMA 
 

BLOTCH THE DOG:  
THE EMPTY DISH - 
Bumblebee Books  
RELEASE DATE: April 2022 
Every. Single. Day. Oscar 
Wild the cat sniffs his food 
dish and finds it full of 
delicious food. ”YUM!” His tongue dribbles. 
“YUM!”  
One morning, his dish is empty. Oscar Wild finds 
ONLY biscuits crumbs in his dish. “There is a food 
thief in this house!” He roars.  
He immediately suspects one of his four 
housemates. But in the end, he learns he was 
wrong to jump to conclusions and accuse others 
of wrongdoing when he had no proof.  
 

  

 

http://www.lizledden.com/
http://www.onemorepagepodcast.com/
http://www.instagram.com/liz_ledden
http://www.twitter.com/liz_ledden
http://www.facebook.com/LizLeddenAuthor
http://www.nathanluff.com.au/
https://www.blotchthedog.com/
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MARIAN McGUINNESS 
 
www.marianmcguinness.com 
 

WRITING 
I love to use words in all sorts of 

ways and forms. You don’t always have to write a 
book, you can create short stories, poems and 

plays like I do for The School Magazine. 
I love to make things funny and sometimes I use 
animals as my heroes like mountain goats and 

dung beetles. 
So, what story will you write and who will be your 

hero? When I’m imagining a story to write, I 
always think to myself: Write the magic that is in 

your heart. 
MARIAN McGUINNESS 

The POWER OF POETRY makes “SENSE” 
– see, hear, taste, touch, smell . . .   
 
Did you ever hear the waves? 

Splish-splashing, crash-dashing, child-squealing, 
whoosh. 
 
 AT THE BEACH as a sample poem in the November 
issue of KC plus the link to the SCHOOL MAGAZINE 
 [ At the beach was first published in The School 
Magazine. November 2015. Issue No. 10. 
https://www.marianmcguinness.com/index.php/chil
drens-stories/   
 
 

 

REVISITING KIDS’ CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about reading writing 
and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet 
 

CELEBRATE recreating Old Worlds, New Worlds and Other Worlds with Shaun 
Tan and with CBCA Book Week AUGUST 2021. Get to know our Aussie 
characters and all our AUSTRALIAN Authors and Illustrators all year long.  

 

 VICTORIA MACKINLAY Author 
 
WEBSITE/ social media contacts:  

 https://www.victoriamackinlay.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/victoriamackinlaywriter/ 
https://www.instagram.com/victoriamackinlay/ 
https://twitter.com/vmackinlay 
 

WRITING 
Based on the true story of my beloved grandfather and 

his lion cub, Singh, I'm delighted to bring this remarkable 
story of separation, loyalty and friendship to a new 

generation of children (and grown-ups!). 
VICTORIA MACKINLAY 

THE BARK BOOK - Harper 
Collins.  Dog bark. Tree 
bark. Let's go see bark. 
The perfect picture book for 
animal-lovers and nature-
lovers everywhere, from 
Victoria Mackinlay and Beth 
Harvey.  
 
THE BARK BOOK is a joyous 
celebration of dog and tree 
barks wrapped up in a 
heartwarming tale - perfect 
for bedtime. Follow the super cute doggie’s 
adventures and spot the hidden treebarks- 
inspired by all the wonderful tree barks I 
observe on bushwalks and my love of our woofy 
canine friends. 
 

http://www.marianmcguinness.com/
https://www.marianmcguinness.com/index.php/childrens-stories/
https://www.marianmcguinness.com/index.php/childrens-stories/
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
https://www.victoriamackinlay.com/
https://www.facebook.com/victoriamackinlaywriter/
https://www.instagram.com/victoriamackinlay/
https://twitter.com/vmackinlay
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REVISITING KIDS’ CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about reading writing 
and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet 

 
SHARE IMAGINING worlds and characters with new illustrators- KC MAY 
2021. And discover people and their stories with portraits. KC JULY 2021  
 

 

 

MICHELLE MORGAN - author, 
playwright and songwriter 

contacts: www.michellejmorgan.com.au  
@mjmorganwriter (Facebook, Instagram & Twitter) 

 
 

READING is not only fun it helps you to think and learn 
more about the world and other people. 

MICHELLE MORGAN 
 

FLYING THROUGH CLOUDS 
(Winner of the 2017 SCBWI 
Spark Award for Older 
Readers   
PUBLISHER: Independently 
published, 2017   
 
Summary: It’s not easy being a 
teenage boy growing up in 
Sydney in the 1930s. It’s even harder when your 
dream is to become an aviator, your parents are 
dead against it and your girlfriend’s dad is the 
School Principal. But Joe is determined and won’t 
let anything stand in his way #adventure #drama 
#humour #flying #comingofage 

  

ALEXA MOSES – Author and 
Screenwriter 
 
-WEBSITE/ social media 
contacts:  
www.alexamoses.com  
Instagram @lex.moses 

 
READING 

I read because it offers me a deep hook-up with another 
mind and makes me feel less alone. I write because it's 

the only thing I know how to do, (although I'm not sure I 
truly know how to do it) and the thing I instinctively do. 

I understand things by writing them through. 
ALEXA MOSES 

 

 
MICHAELA MASON'S BIG BOOK 
OF CAMP WORRIES  
Scholastic Australia 
 
CAMP involves a gazillion horrible 
things I’m bad at or scared of. 
But trying to explain why I’m 
scared of CAMP is impossible. People don’t 
understand what it’s like to have a fizzy, jumpy, 
‘what if’ brain like mine. Can fussy, funny 10-
year-old Michaela Mason cope with CAMP? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
http://www.michellejmorgan.com.au/
https://www.scbwi.org/awards/spark-award/
https://www.scbwi.org/awards/spark-award/
https://www.scbwi.org/awards/spark-award/
http://www.alexamoses.com/
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BELINDA MURRELL- Author 
 
www.belindamurrell.com.au 
Facebook – 
belinda.murrell.5 
Instagram – Belinda Murrell 

 
 
 

WRITING 
What is an 

 author’s secret  
superpower? You might think it’s an amazing ability to 

paint pictures with words. But I think, great authors 
have another superpower. One shared by spies and 

detectives solving mysteries. It is to be endlessly 
CURIOUS! Practice looking around you, asking endless 

questions and seeking answers. 
BELINDA MURRELL 

THE GOLDEN TOWER -Puffin  
 Sophie is visiting her Nanna 
in England and accidentally 
stumbles into the land of 
Tuscia, following a trouble-
making cat. Tuscia is full of 
mystery, magic and wonder, 
flying horses and talking cats 
– but also danger and evil 
plots. To get home again, 
Sophie will need all the 
courage she can muster. 
 
I am currently writing the sequel to The Golden 
Tower, called The Silver Sea, coming out in 
August 2022. Sophie goes back to the magical 
land of Tuscia and sets off on a journey with her 
friends Nicco and Baccio, the talking cat, to the 
Floating City, to save their grandmothers from 
the power-hungry Mago.  

 

OLIVER PHOMMAVANH 
-WEBSITE/ social media contacts: 
https://www.oliverwriter.com/ 
 
 Twitter and 
Instagram: @oliverwinfree  

 
 

READING and WRITING 
Read what you love, love what you write! 

OLIVER PHOMMAVANH 
    

 
 
BRAIN FREEZE – 
OLIVER PHOMMAVANH 
  Penguin Random House 
 
12 funny short stories that 
cover everything from talking 
dogs to brain freeze 
challenges 
 

 

REVISITING KIDS’ CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about 
reading writing and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-
worksheet 

 
URSULA DUBOSARSKY, the Australian Children’s Laureate has shared reading, writing and a 
range of activities with KIDS’ CORNER every month and even more through the ACLF site 
every month. https://www.childrenslaureate.org.au/the-current-laureate 
  

 

 

http://www.belindamurrell.com.au/
https://www.oliverwriter.com/
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
https://www.childrenslaureate.org.au/the-current-laureate
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FELICITY PULMAN  
Author 

facebook.com/felicitypulman. 
twitter.com/felicitypulman. 

LinkedIn.com/pub/felicitypulman 
WRITING 

Personal quote: Be brave, take chances, write the 
story you’d love to read and are passionate to tell. 

Finally, be professional before you hand it in to your 
teacher or send it out to a publisher! 

FELICITY PULMAN 
 

SHALOTT: INTO THE UNKNOWN; SHALOTT: 
DANGEROUS MAGIC; SHALOTT: END PLAY 
Publisher: Holmes House Press (self-published) 
: now available from all online booksellers (e-
books and print) 
Summary: Danger, romance, magic and mystery 
as five teenagers set out into the unknown, to 
rescue the Lady of Shalott and save Camelot. 
What they find 
there will break 
Callie’s heart, 
while all of their 
lives will be 
changed forever. 

 

 
PENNY  JAYE  
https://www.pennyjaye.com/ 
 
 
 
 
WRITING 

Whatever I'm writing, and 
wherever my story is set, I always write to find the 

beauty, hope, strength and love that is hidden within 
those stories - even if it's in the hard places. 

PENNY JAYE 
 

 
ONE POTOROO: A STORY OF SURVIVAL.  
https://www.publish.csiro.au/book/8010/  

Penny Jaye  https://www.pennyjaye.com/ 
Alicia Rogerson, illustrator.  
(CSIRO)    
When a bushfire destroys Potoroo's home 
, he becomes one of the last surviving Gilbert's 
 Potoroos at Two Peoples Bay in Western Australia 
. Frightened, hurt and alone, Potoroo needs a 
 new home – somewhere safe from predators  
and with plenty of his favourite food. Luckily,  
a team of conservationists know where Potoroo  
can go to be safe. 
 

 

 

REVISITING KIDS’ CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about reading writing 
and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet 

 
BOOK TRAILERS – Learn techniques about making book trailers from the experts through 
the COLLIDE competition. JULY, AUGUST KC.  See the winners in September KC 
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/collide-book-trailers   
 

 

 

https://www.pennyjaye.com/
https://www.publish.csiro.au/book/8010/
https://www.pennyjaye.com/
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/collide-book-trailers
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  ELLIE ROYCE- Author 
- contacts:  

https://www.weareallmadeofstories.com/ 
 and Instagram @ellieroycekidlitauthor 
@weareall_madeofstories 
READING 
A book is a gift that just keeps giving; opening magical 
portals to other lives and other worlds outside of us, 
opening magical portals to empathy, joy, fun and 
inspiration inside of us. 
 Why not give books as gifts this year? 
ELLIE ROYCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FRIZZLE AND ME 
By ELLIE ROYCE and illustrated by ANDREW 
McLEAN. Ford Street Publishing. 
  
 When your family changes, it’s a big deal. But 
with enough love to go around, even the biggest 
changes can be wonderful! 
 

 

 
 
 
VANESSA 
 RYAN-RENDALL 
 

vanessaryanrendall.com    
When Olivia and Hamish see a smoky haze coming 
from their local park, they're ready to spring into 
action! But it's not a fire – it's a nest of Australian 
stingless bees that needs their help. 
 
READING opens up minds, new worlds and new 
ideas – every new book we can publish for children 
to read might just spark a new idea, confidence or 
inspiration to act on things that are important! 
VANESSA RYAN-RENDAL 

 
BEE 
DETECTIVES, by 
VANESSA RYAN 
RENDELL  
illustrated by 
Brenna Quinlan  
-PUBLISHER: 
CSIRO 
-RELEASE DATE 
scheduled for 2022 

Join Olivia and Hamish as they learn about the bees 
in our backyards. From Blue-banded and Teddy Bear 
to Carpenter and Leaf-cutter bees, our two budding 
Bee Detectives discover how our native bees live, 
what they like to eat and the important work they do 
to pollinate plants.  

Explore the wonders of Australia's native bees – and 
be inspired to become a Bee Detective, too. It's a real 
buzz!  

 

https://www.weareallmadeofstories.com/
http://vanessaryanrendall.com/
https://www.booktopia.com.au/search.ep?author=Brenna%20Quinlan
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ALISON JANE RICE  
Artist, Poet, Author 
  
www.alisonjanerice.com 
 
 

ARTIST, POET, AUTHOR 
I’m thrilled to celebrate the life of our native birds 
through my work as an artist, illustrator, poet and 
author. Birds bring immense pleasure into my 
creative life and remain an active part of my daily 
conversation. Gaining scientific insight into birds 
encouraged me to consider more closely the intricate 
patterns, individual shapes, and myriad colours they 
exhibit. 
ALISON JANE RICE 
 

  
BIRDS GO BOHO - 
by ALISON JANE RICE  
Publisher: Botanical 
Theatre Studio 
 
 
Guaranteed to 
capture your 
imagination and 
allow you to identify 
with the fun and 
fragility of birdlife, 
flock to the seaside in this quirky intro to eighteen 
flappers who find love and happiness boho style. 
Featuring vibrant illustrations, whimsical rhyme and 
a gentle conservation message, you’ll depart this 
boho bird world a-twitter. 
 

 

 

JEAN  SAXBY  
jeansaxby.com.au,  

https://towardsrecovery.com.au 
https://jeansaxby.com.au 
https://thefangs.com.au 
 
YouTube Book Trailer:  
 https://youtu.be/rZ9nWGs6nd8  

THE CRAVING won the 2020 CALEB Award 
for unpublished YA novels.  

THE CRAVING  
by JEAN SAXBY 
 - Ironstone Press ; available 
through IngramSpark soon. 
 
A stadium collapse. A coma. 
A breathtaking journey of 
discovery. What happens 
when two people long to be 
together but are worlds 
apart? Will Sutherland saves a girl from a falling 
beam in a stadium collapse and is plunged into a 
coma. Finding himself in another world, he battles 
addiction and revenge. Meanwhile, Erin, the girl Will 
saved, visits him in hospital, desperate for him to 
wake up. It is a split time inspirational YA romance 
with twists and turns in an explosive mix of 
contemporary and fantasy worlds. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.alisonjanerice.com/
https://jeansaxby.com.au/
https://towardsrecovery.com.au/
https://jeansaxby.com.au/
https://thefangs.com.au/
 https:/youtu.be/rZ9nWGs6nd8
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PAT SIMMONS 
 – Author/ Poet  

www.patsimmonswriter.com.au 
 

 
  READING 

Reading 
Empowers, 
Entertains, 
Enriches, 
Educates. 

PAT SIMMONS 
 

Recent Book: THE CAT 
THIEF. PAT SIMMONS, and 
Illustrated by LIZ DUTHIE - 
Little Pink Dog Books. 
Olive wants a cat…badly! 
She’s desperate. She’s 
determined. But the local 
cats are NOT impressed.  
Olive has another idea. Is it a better idea? Will Olive 
find just the right cat? 
 
Upcoming Book: CICADA 
SING SONG. 
 PAT SIMMONS and 
Illustrated by KATRIN 
DREILING. -Little Steps 
Publishing. Release date 
February 2022.Meet Floury 
Baker, Green Grocer, Orange Drummer and more as 
they rap their way to the Festival of Sound. 

 

 

   REVISITING KIDS’ CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about reading writing 
and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet 
 
THE PERSON BEHIND THE STORY - Be sure to check out the websites and social media of 
AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS for the extra info about where their ideas come from, what 

they are creating to share next, video and You tube clips, and hints about their 
techniques that will help your own reading, writing and thinking! Every month. 
 

 

   

REVISITING KIDS’ CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about reading writing 
and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet 
 

JUDGES ON THE JOB – What do the CBCA judges from NSW of the CBCA Books 
of the Year like about new books? – see KC October and November.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patsimmonswriter.com.au/
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
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BINNY TALIB 
Illustrator/ Author 
www.binny.com.au 
 
- 

instagram: binnyillustration 
 
ILLUSTRATING STORIES 
I have illustrated many children books by other 
authors, when I wrote and illustrated my first one, 
"Origami Heart" was a breakthrough moment for 
me. Writing the story as well allowed me to really 
feel and go deeper with the characters I created. 
I am inspired by travel, my creative family, art 
galleries, interesting films, especially anything by 
Wes Anderson, Pinterest, Japanese books, the 
internet, nature and of course by Border Collie, 
Paddington. BINNY TALIB 
  

BALLET BUNNY series 
SWAPNA REDDY and Illustrated by 
BINNY TALIB  
 
I illustrate the Ballet Bunny series 
by Swapna Reddy. We have an 
inclusive multiethnic cast and a 
male ballet dancer to appeal to a 
wide range of readers. It’s important for all children 
to be able to see themselves reflected in picture 
books. I indulged in a pastel delight palette and drew 
the little ballerinas with oversized expressive eyes to 
appeal to young reader audience. It has been 
exciting to see the series be translated into many 
languages and dance all over the globe!  
See ALSO 
 

 

 
 
 ROBERT VESCIO 
 
Website: 

 www.robertvescio.com 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/RobertVescioAuthor 
-- Instagram: 
Robertvescio 
READING is like exploring –  
you get to discover new worlds,  
see new things and meet new friends.  
Books connect people.  
They give you a comforting message that 
 you are never alone.  
Reading is all you need 
to create your own magic in the world 

ROBERT VESCIO. 

ROBERT VESCIO 
WOMBAT AND JOEY ROO 
Wild Eyed Press 
One day Wombat finds Joey 
Roo lost and alone. Wombat 
takes Joey Roo home to his 
burrow and with the help of the 
other creatures of the forest care for him. But what 
happens when Joey Roo is too big for the burrow? A 
story about caring, growth and independence.  

ROBERT VESCIO  
 SEAL CHILD. 
 New Frontier Publishing 
About the book: SEAL CHILD is a 
story to never give up hope when 
all is lost. It shows the highs and 

lows of a girl’s journey trying to find her family and a 
place to call home again. Along the way, she finds a 
baby seal and the pair soon become friends 
 

  

 

 

http://www.binny.com.au/
http://www.robertvescio.com/
https://www.facebook.com/RobertVescioAuthor
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   REVISITING KIDS’ CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about reading writing 
and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet 
 
EACH MONTH ALSO FEATURES: 

WHAT’S NEW – READ ON AND ON AND ON … 
Each month also features: 
 NEW titles from all over Australia 
 

WRITE NOW – Regular readers make great writers. Watch for some sample 
writing topics in each issue or make up your own to keep a reading / writing 
journal.   
 
  
WAYS WITH WORDS – New or interesting words to discover.   
   
 

  

 

 

REVISITING KIDS’ CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about reading writing 

and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet 

Make and share something special. 
See KC for NOVEMBER for more ideas about WORDS AND TALENTS AS GIFTS 
TO SHARE.  
 

Whether you read, write, draw, sing, cook, garden, play sport, compute, design, write songs/ 
poetry/ stories, know how to be a friend, remember that sharing kindness can be a special 
gift to give someone you care about. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet


 
CBCA NSW Branch KIDS’ CORNER – December 2021 – Featuring BAGS = Books As Gifts and more  

 

 

 

A special Q & A with 

URSULA DUBOSARSKY 

AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN’S LAUREATE 
 
 

What did you enjoy most about being the 
Australian Children’s Laureate? 
 
I felt so lucky to be able to talk to children all 
across Australia about my favourite things of 
all, reading, books and libraries.   It was like 
flying a wonderful kite up in the sky. I had to 
keep running very fast and keep my eye on the 
kite so it didn’t fall down or get caught in a 
tree, or that the string didn’t break in a big 
wind! But it was exhilarating.  (That means it 
left me BREATHLESS!!) 

 
How did COVID change what you did as Laureate? 
Instead of talking to children in person I did lots and lots of events and talks on the 
screen. But the message was the same. Read books! Join the library!  
 
What effect do you think COVID had on readers?  
It was much harder to get hold of books because the libraries were closed. That made 
me sad because although you could get eBooks online, not being able to get hold of 
paper and cardboard books I think probably meant children didn’t read books as 
much. Most children love to have a book to hold in their hands to read.  
On the plus side it made people realise how much they love their libraries. You should 
have seen the HUGE queues to get inside my local library the day they opened up! 
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What did you discover about magpies?  
Well, I discovered that anywhere you go in Australia, there will be magpies. From 
the cities to the bush to the desert to the coast. That makes the  
 magpie a great mascot for an Australian Laureate.  
 
What did Magpie enjoy most about the Laureate journey? 
I think Magpie has just LOVED all the magpie drawings children (and grown-ups) 
have been sending into the Laureate office. We’ve got one very proud Magpie now, 
looking at them all. (Yes, Magpie, you are definitely the greatest, best-looking 
Magpie on earth, don’t worry!)  
 
Why do you enjoy working with language?  
Words are like notes of music. Reading and writing is like singing, it makes you feel 
happy and alive to express yourself.  
 
Why do you think BOOKS make great gifts? 
I love getting books as presents. You don’t have to read them straight away but you 
can keep them on the shelf until the right moment comes. Then it is like getting the 
present all over again, when you do read it.  
And read it again, and again, and again. 
 
Do you have any advice for the new Laureate? 
Watch out for magpies!  
 
Any guesses about what you may read OR write next? 
Hahaha – look out early next year for a new book about a panda called Mary and her 
friend, a snake called Marcus. Illustrated by the wonderful Andrew Joyner.  
  
Nearly every month for the past two years, Ursula and Magpie have shared endless 

ideas about reading, writing, thinking, books and libraries. Throughout her Laureate 

Ursula has been a constant source of ideas, stories, poetry, songs, artworks and more.  

We wish Ursula all the very best 

for the future. 
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[Peter has compiled a book that collects classic poems whose lines will sound familiar 
even if you don’t quite know the full poem – YET! He is a trained grandfather, an 
Australian science writer and historian with over 60 published titles in seven 
languages]  

 

THE POWER OF POETRY WITH  
Old Grandpa’s Book of Practical Poems:   
Being a collection of verse and poetry that any grandchild (mine 
or anybody else’s) should enjoy now and know by age 18. 

Collected, selected, edited, polished, sorted and curated by: 

PETER MACINNIS, T. G. 
(That stands for Trained Grandfather, silly!) 

 
Where did your poems come from? 

When I was working at a help desk that picked up teacher librarian queries, I would 
find and share poems and then file them away. They were the ones that made me 
smile with joy or amusement, made me calm, or took me back to happy times—or they 
made me cheer. Above all, they had meter – patterns and rhythms of language. 

A year ago, I acquired a bright young friend who is on the spectrum. He heard me 
reading Milne (Christopher Robin) to my granddaughters and sat in. The girls went off, 
I pulled up my file of poems and read him more advanced stuff. He was hooked on 
poetry. His response inspired me to produce a book, just for grandkids. It took a year 
to clean it up and create the book I now have. 

Why poetry?  

Poetry and verse are defences against thin minds – those that think about very little of 
importance. Oliver Twist’s gruel was thin (and could not sustain the orphans). Polonius 
(a pompous busybody in the play of Hamlet) and Pansy Parkinson (one of the mean 
girls in Harry Potter) had thin minds and depended on being negative and demeaning. 
Watered milk is thin. Lazy cliched language perpetuates thin minds. 

 I hope my work of love and joy will deal thinness of the mind great harm. Quality 
poetry shares quality stories, language and thinking.  

How did poetry become a habit?  

My mother was a child in the depression, light on schooling, strong on a joy of the 
spoken word. I was a lone wartime child, so at night she read me things she liked. 
And as the twig bends, so is the tree inclined.  

One's actions as an adult are dictated by behaviors learned in childhood. If words are 
valued as a child, so are they valued as we grow. Poetry fills gaps. 
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Does reading poems aloud make them more 
accessible to younger readers?  

We speak before we read, and we hear before 
we speak. Reading aloud is essential.  

Poetry should be shared by reading aloud: kids 
or adults to adults or kids, any combination. So 
long as it brings joy. Reading aloud (or reciting) 
gets kids started, because until you read well, 
rhythms are hard to get into it.  

And that was how I chose the poems. Though if one contained a familiar phrase like I 
wandered lonely as a cloud, it went in. My collection, my rules, my choices to share.  
 
What do your top poems have in common?  

The common thing really is language that engages. The poems are traps that lead kids 
into making discoveries, and developing ideas 

-A Song of Rain (C. J Dennis) is the way the place names torrent 
past us.  
-Jenny Kissed Me (Leigh Hunt) is gentle, and I have sat in that 
chair while the guard looked the other way.  
Inchcape Rock (Robert Southey) is a bully brought to justice. 
 The Rolling English Road (G. K. Chesterton) is another torrent, 
a wave that brings you back to shore. 
-Banjo of the Overflow is a parody, and following immediately 
after the original, kids can see what's going on. 
 

Where can we find this compilation?  

Most of the poems will be readily available on their own.  

Just Googling the titles will get you there, but the quick way to 
this compilation is through 
<https://www.amazon.com.au/dp/B08QX2NVN9> 

More info about Peter’s works can be found: 
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~macinnis/writing/bookshop.htm#pomes  

 

https://www.amazon.com.au/dp/B08QX2NVN9
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~macinnis/writing/bookshop.htm#pomes
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  These holidays are the perfect time to finally 

be able to get out and about all around 

Australian. 

Join Roland Harvey (creator of over 60 books) 

who enjoys “watching people at work and at 

play” and has always “loved the outdoors.”  

Discover the miniature visual stories that are 

part of his illustrations. 

  

 

OFF WE GO AROUND AUSTRALIA! 

With  

Roland Harvey 

https://rolandharvey.com.au 

 https://www.facebook.com/therealrolandharvey/ 

 

I’m told my books are “full of tiny detail”, so when it was proposed to squish a whole 

lot of books into one smaller book, people were worried that things would become 

TOO small and hard to read. Ha!  

For adults, maybe. I’ve found that kids love the tiny detail and hidden jokes and stories, 

in fact they spot mistakes and weird stuff even before I’ve drawn them, often. And 

from a distance, in the classroom!  

The idea of the series ‘At the Beach’, ‘In the Bush’, ‘In The City’, ‘Tassie to the Top 

End’, ‘All the Way to W.A.’  ‘Uncle Kevin’s Farm’ and ‘Down the River’ is to show 

Australia’s city and country life, its beach culture, its characters and other wildlife. The 

characters grew, from book to book, from boring cardboard cut-outs to dashing, heroic 

role models – think Arnie, Mad Max and Horatio Nelson. And Cleopatra, Joan of Arc, 

and Madonna. 

Uncle Kev first emerged from ‘In the Bush’, preparing to ski the impossible rock cliffs 

of Mt. Catastrophe - into the Valley of Ursurusaurus Wombattus, the giant child- 

 

Roland%20Harveyhttps:/rolandharvey.com.au
Roland%20Harveyhttps:/rolandharvey.com.au
Roland%20Harveyhttps:/rolandharvey.com.au
Roland%20Harveyhttps:/rolandharvey.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/therealrolandharvey/
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eating ancestor of the Tyrannosaurus, to recover his long-lost uncle Roland, who 

disappeared in 1945, wearing only a doona and pink socks.  

Uncle Kev, a retired accident-prone commando instructor is based on Roland’s 

brother-in-law Kevin; Bucko, a fearless outdoor adventurer, and the real Roland, an 

adventurer who has no idea. Uncle Kev, a man with a plan – “Any plan is better than a 

better plan” - sets out on various worthy tasks and actually discovers what could be 

the last pair of Night Parrots, at a secret location. A very accurate map shows the secret 

location where the Night Parrot was not found, and plots various incredible near-

misses. The author believes Uncle Kev could well end up as Prime Minister of Australia.  

Under the incomparable guidance of Uncle Kev the family of Mum, Dad, Penny, Henry 

and Frankie, we can experience Australia on a diet of white pointer, witchetties, 

scorpions and cane toad. That’s not mentioned in the books, but most people guess it 

from the illustrations.   

        

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

WRITE NOW . . . Is there a special spot in Australia that you go to for 
holidays? 
Is there some place in Australia that you would really like to find out 
more about?   

 
 
 
 

WRITE NOW . . . Food?  Colours? Ceremonies? Songs? Places?  
What are some of the best things about your holiday traditions and 
celebrations?  
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CELEBRATING THE OLD AND THE NEW YEAR  

WHAT DO YOU DO TO CELEBRATE? 
(ABC Books) 

with ASHLEIGH BARTON  https://www.ashleighbarton.com/ 

and MARTINA HEIDUCZEK https://martinaheiduczek.com/ 

 
 

TRADITIONS AND CELEBRATIONS - ASHLEIGH BARTON 
 [photo credit Jane Allen] 
  
The end of one year and beginning of another is always an exciting 
and special time. When I was little, we used to drive around looking 
at Christmas lights on Christmas Eve and wake up to a stocking full of  

 
presents the next morning. On Christmas night, we’d stay up way past bedtime with 
my cousins and on New Year’s Eve, we’d  
 
stay up late again to watch the fireworks. These were some of my family’s traditions 
and that’s the magic of this time of year – every family has their own.  
 
In What Do You Do to Celebrate? we wanted to explore the different traditions that 
take place around the world at the end and beginning of each year. We talk about 
Christmas so often in Australia it’s easy to forget that there are so many other 
wonderful festivities taking place. Of course, we couldn’t include them all, so  
I’ve chosen thirteen different celebrations that represent almost every continent and 
include a mix of well-known festivities and some you might never have heard of, in the 
hope you might find something you relate to or learn something new. Writing this book 
took a lot of research which was actually a lot of fun because the one thing all these 
celebrations have in common is joy. However you and your family celebrate, I wish you 
a very happy festive season! 
 

 
SHARING CULTURES AND CELEBRATIONS - illustrator Martina 
Heiduczek [photo credit Geoff Spencer] 
What Do You Do to Celebrate? is a picture book that celebrates the 
different ways in which families around the world farewell a year 
and welcome the next. It teaches children about diversity and 
sparks curiosity about different cultures and celebrations.  
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For me as the illustrator, it was very important to show the cultural aspects in a 
respectful and correct way. I did a lot of research on for example, how people decorate 
their homes in different countries, how they dress, their features, the weather at that 
time of the year, how does the countryside and the cities look like etc.  
With all this in mind, it was crucial to not portray the festivities in a stereotypical way 
but rather showcase how one child and his/her family culturally experience the end of 
a year in that country. I strived to package it all into a joyous, colourful, and appealing 
bundle that children would love. 

 
 
WRITE NOW. . .  There is still time to create a special gift for special 
people.  
As we head towards the holidays, make time to read write, draw, create 

or share something that YOU made. It will be an amazing surprise for a gift.  
 
 
 

   REVISITING KIDS’ CORNER – Check past copies of KC for extra ideas about reading 

writing and thinking. https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet 

See KC for NOVEMBER for more ideas about WORDS AND TALENTS AS 

GIFTS TO SHARE.  

 

 

How can Santa find his way through the dust and the drought?  

CHRISTMAS ALWAYS COMES 
by Jackie French and Bruce Whatley, Illustrator 

(Angus & Robertson with Harper Collins) 

                                             

                                                                                                                                     

 JACKIE FRENCH 
https://www.jackiefrench.com/ 
(Photo credit Kelly Sturgess) 

 
1982 was the fifth Christmas of the drought. Santa arrived in 
a dusty ute. Carol had bought two giant sacks of toys from St 
Vinnies so there were presents piled under the gum tree, 
decorated with  

ornaments passed down for generations or newly made from scraps of paper. None of 
the kids knew or cared the toys were second hand.  

https://www.cbcansw.org.au/kids-corner-worksheet
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 Two skinny sheep roasted on the spit, and we had all brought plates of whatever we 
could scavenge in our gardens. The kids played in the last water hole on the creek while 
we sang carols. We lifted glasses of home brewed ginger beer to toast the  
families travelling ‘the long paddock’, hundreds of kilometres away so the cattle might 
survive.  
I sat on the veranda next to Santa and watched the moon rise above the valley. He 
nodded at the moonlight flooding down the hills. ‘I reckon this is why we stay.’  
It was perhaps the hardest Christmas I have known, and possibly the most joyous. 
Although the place and people have been changed, this book is about that year, and 
how with love, friendship, sharing, and seeing beauty that we so often ignore, 
Christmas always comes. 
 
 
 

BRUCE WHATLEY - brucewhatley.com 
 
It took me a while to settle on an illustration style for 
Christmas Always Comes. While the pictures needed to 
appeal to a younger audience, but I also wanted them to 
reflect the period featured in the story.  
 
Eventually I settled on using washes of acrylic paints but 
limited my colours, so they looked a bit like old sepia 
photographs.  

 
I also did quite a bit of research looking at the clothes, the horse and carts of the 30’s 
in Australia and the Australian landscape. I loved the idea of the parrots and the 
apricots being the Christmas ornaments on the tree. Such a lovely idea from Jackie. 
 
[Jackie has written over 200 books. Bruce has created over 80 books. They 
often team together with stories and projects.]  

 

HO – HO – HO - lidays   

Why do fish live in salt water?  BECAUSE PEPPER MAKES THEM SNEEZE 

 
 What do you get when you combine an elephant with a fish? 
SWIMMING TRUNKS 

How can you tell the ocean is friendly? IT WAVES. 

What do you call a fish that doesn’t have any eyes (i’s)? A FSH 
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THE LION WHO CAME TO STAY 

(Scholastic)  

 VICTORIA MACKINLAY    
-WEBSITE/ social media contacts: 
https://www.victoriamackinlay.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/victoriamackinlaywriter/ 
https://www.instagram.com/victoriamackinlay/ 
https://twitter.com/vmackinlay 

 
Based on the true story of my beloved grandfather and his 
lion cub, Singh, I'm delighted to bring this remarkable story 
of separation, loyalty and friendship to a new generation of 

children and grown-ups! 
 
In 1935 my grandfather Francis wrote a letter to his parents in India asking for a gift of 
'something alive'. This sparked a remarkable chain of events which resulted in him 
being given a tiny golden lion cub, Singh. 
 

 When Francis writes a letter to his parents in India, it results 
in the most surprising, wonderful Christmas gift - a lion cub 
called Singh.  
 
The cub and Francis become the closest of friends, exploring 
the city, searching the sky for stars, snuggling down to sleep ... 
and learning to ROAR! A true story of friendship, loyalty and 
love. 

 

HO – HO – HO - lidays   

What do you call a sun-burned librarian?  WELL RED!  

-What does the sun drink out of? SUN GLASSES 

-What do you call a snowman in summer?  A PUDDLE 

-Why do robots take a vacation? TO RECHARGE THEIR BATTERIES 

-What do angry mice send each other at Christmas? CROSS MOUSE CARDS. 

What did one Christmas tree say to another? LIGHTEN UP 

https://www.victoriamackinlay.com/
https://www.facebook.com/victoriamackinlaywriter/
https://www.instagram.com/victoriamackinlay/
https://twitter.com/vmackinlay
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2021 - Once again, we shared a year of surprises and challenges. We 

borrowed ideas from OLD WORLDS, changed plans to suit 

NEW WORLDS and created OTHER WORLDS. 

Covid gave us lockdowns, book launches that were postponed, 

extra meetings with Zoom rather than people, changes of 

plans, and finally hopes as vaccines gave us some freedoms to hopes as 

vaccines  

Great stories and ideas from our authors and illustrators continued to remind 

us that BOOKS are always the BEST presents.  

We look forward to these holidays as the perfect time to: 

 -CELEBRATE CULTURES AND TRADITIONS, 

 - RECONNECT WITH OUR COMMUNITIES,  

- ENJOY BAGS = BOOKS AS GIFTS for all!  

KC will be back with more from and for all in 

FEBRUARY 2022.  

Happy reading always. 

CHEERS - MORRIE AND JACKIE 

This issue of KIDS CORNER was compiled by Jackie 

Hawkes with the help of LOTS of people who love 

reading, writing and thinking. If you have ideas to share with KC, please 

contact jackie.hawkes7@gmail.com.  

Have a MORRIE CHRISTMAS! 
 

 

mailto:jackie.hawkes7@gmail.com

