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CBCA NSW Branch Inc. 2019 Annual Report 

Liz Bowring President 

All activities undertaken and events organised in 2019 by CBCA NSW Branch were aimed to engage 

the community of NSW with quality Australian books. Our diverse range of events, focused on our 

core business, the CBCA Book of the Year Awards, have been planned, organised and evaluated by 

the enthusiastic and dedicated NSW Branch Committee. The committee are all volunteers from a 

wide range of backgrounds, who share both the love of literature and the commitment to promoting 

Australian voices through the publication and promotion of great Australian books. 

It is my first year to report as president and I wish to acknowledge the generosity of our committee 

members. The enormous amount of time and skill they give to our organisation, from participating in 

regular meetings, organising events, searching for funding opportunities, creating resources, 

newsletters and web links for our members and representing us and speaking to other organisations 

about our purpose. Our volunteers are highly professional in all aspects and have ensured that 2019 

offered many highlights for our members. 

 

2019 Committee 

Executive Committee: 

President: Liz Bowring   Treasurer: Alison Mano * Paula Zaki  

Vice President: Sarah Foster*              Secretary: Sue Bates  

Past President: Gail Erskine                 Public Officer: Toni Field  

Committee Members: Cathy Drury, Denise Cramsie, Jackie Hawkes, Judith Radin, Laurel Reynolds, 

Lucie Towers*, Terry Fahy, Jules Faber*, Beth McDonald * For personal reasons these committee 

members marked * in the list above resigned during the year. All were thanked for their service and 

contribution to the CBCA NSW Branch. 

CBCA National Board Director: Megan Lavender  

Business Manager: Felicity Jagavkar 

NSW Judges 2019: Denise Cramsie (Picture Books), Claire Elliot (Early Childhood), Kristin Twomey 

(Eve Pownall) 

Office Volunteers: Nigel Van Reyk and Alison Roy 

Social Media Volunteer: Bronwyn Birdsall 
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Distance is no barrier to joining the CBCA NSW Branch Committee. Our members live on the South 

Coast and at the foot of the mountains as well as Sydney suburbs distant from Rozelle, where we 

maintain an office in the Writing NSW precinct. We enjoy getting together for a catch up and had a 

great Christmas dinner together for our December meeting. Please consider volunteering as part of 

the committee. We also welcome assistance in the office and 

for events. 

I would also like to acknowledge the continued support of 

publishers, authors and illustrators and our bookshop 

members. They ensure that we can offer the varied and 

exciting programs created by our volunteers of CBCA NSW 

Branch with the fabulous support of our Business Manager 

Felicity Jagavkar. 

 

2019 Activities 

February  

The Night of the Notables was held for the 

fourth time in collaboration with Dymocks, 

Sydney, and sponsored by Scholastic. The 

night has increased in popularity over the 

years and the book shop was busting to 

bursting with excited book lovers. Matt 

Cosgrove and his llamas gave us insight into 

the creation of these immensely popular 

charaters. Joy Lawn, reviewer and Prime Minister’s Literary Award Judge, provided a balance with 

professional analysis to assist the selection of good quality titles.  

There was great excitement as the Notable books were revealed and authors and illustrators were 

thrilled to be included on the list. Much as we love the ambience of being in a book shop, we need to 

be able to hold the event where all attendees can view the proceedings in comfort. This relies on the 

book shop being able to have the Notables list so the books can be transported to the venue for 

display and sale. Negotiations with the CBCA National regarding releasing list continued throughout 

2019. Lucie Towers, Gail Erskine, Felicity Jagavkar coordinated. 

  
March 

Our much anticipated AAA Professional Development 

Conference focused on the connection between visual 

literacy and literature. This course was fully 

subscribed with almost 200 in attendance. It is both 

the strength of our presenters and the quality of our 

Trade Fair which attracts increasing numbers of 

delegates to the AAA.  

Our keynote speaker was Graeme Base, and 

Understanding visual images as part of the reading 

process – exploring the connection between text and visual images was explained by Jennifer Asha 

(PETAA). The Short List picks presenters included the industry professionals Laurel Reynolds, Tanya 
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Villamar, Nathan Luff, Will Kostakis and Amanda Gitzel. A special panel of Aura Parker, Jules Faber 

and Rebecca McRitchie explored From Pen to Print and the Magic in-between and was chaired by 

Claire Halifax. We were entranced by Ailsa Wild, Tohby Riddle, Liz Anelli, Stephen Michael King and 

Andrew Daddo. 

A particular highlight of the day was An indigenous perspective to visual literacy presented by 

Magabala Books. This included the announcement and presentation of the 2019 Kestin Indigenous 

Illustrator Award to Charmaine Ledden-Lewis and book launch of his book Little Bird’s Day by the 

2017 Kestin winner Johnny Warrkatja Malibirr.  

Of course, the CBCA Short List was suitably anticipated, appreciated and applauded on the day and 

the theme ‘Reading is my secret power’ given a good launch. Gleebooks provided the book shop. 

We would like to give special thanks to Zart Art, particularly to Nic Plowman, as major sponsor. 

The AAA PD course is coordinated by Liz Bowring, Laurel Reynolds, Gail Erskine and Felicity Jagavkar.  

AAA is accredited with NESA and gained an excellent ranking of 4.73/5.  

View our Youtube of conference highlights 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYg4PQ4YnNLxg4gA5NamwQ 

 

April  

CBCA NSW Branch decided to make to make the AGM the social 

event of the year. High Tea with our Stars included the AGM and 

a kind of speed dating with 24 of our NSW member author and 

illustrators where they had 3 minutes to talk about a current 

project.  It was such fun. We had over 90 attend. Thanks to Dot 

Tonkin and Penguin Random House for giving us the use of their 

venue, and to the committee who provided lots of the delicious 

afternoon tea. Thanks to Lucy Towers for her terrific illustration 

for the flyer. The AGM went off without a hitch. Great service 

was provided by Woollahra Book Shop. 

 

June 

Many members travelled to Canberra to attend 

the CBCA 13th National Conference. It was a 

fabulous weekend of celebrating the richness of 

Australian children’s literature. A number of the 

NSW Branch committee attended the National 

AGM the day prior to the conference. This was a 

special opportunity to meet up with the Board 

and the other Branch presidents. 

ATTENTION! 

CBCA 13th

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

‘AND NOW 
THEY’RE LAUGHING!’

PD accreditation approved!
Early bird bookings

closed on 22 March.

SPECIAL OFFER:
To AAA delegates today:

early bird rates until

Friday 29 March!  

BOOK NOW!
cbca.org.au

or:

https://consol.eventsair.com/13th-national-conference-2019/cbcarego

The largest

line-up of 

authors and 

illustrators

EVER!

Aunt y Fay Muir Rob NewtonRebecca McRitchie Rochel le Manners

Vikki  Wakefield

Bruce Pascoe: 
Australia 

Council Lifet ime 
Achievement 

Award for 
Literature. Person 

of  the Year 
2018 National 
Dreamtime 

Awards.

James Roy

Bruce Pascoe

Visit  the 

Conference 

Bookshop 

(Dymocks) for 

books by al l 

presenters

31 May — 2 June 2019. QT, Canberra

PROGRAM AND GUIDE FOR DELEGATES

Michael Speechley R A Spratt Matt Stanton

Zoe Norton Lodge

Edie WrightKristin Weidenbach Rhiannon Wi lliamsAllayne WebsterJessica Walton

Laura Stitzel Kate & Jol Temple

Thanks to 

Major

Sponsor:

Booktopia

Jessica Roberts Emily Rodda AC
(Photo: Alex Rodda)

Oliver PhommavanhJane Pearson

Emily Rodda AC 

awarded Order 

of Australia on 

Australia Day 

2019.

Mitch Vane

Zana Fraillon

Jordi  Kerr

Matt Cosgrove

Karen McDermott

Leigh Hobbs Tamsin Janu

Thanks to

Major

Sponsor:

Copyright 

Agency

Cultural Fund

Bren McDibble Anna McFarlane Meg McKinlay Mark Macleod

BOOK LAUNCH

2 June

10.30am

Jeannie Baker: 

Playing with 

Collage

Jeannie Baker Davina Bel l

Morris Gleitzman

Sue Lawson Tania McCartney

Erin Gough Andrew Hansen

Adam Cece

Karen Foxlee

Peter Carnavas

Danny KatzEliza Henry Jones 
(photo: Rebecca Rocks)

Andrew Kelly

Kelly Canby
(Photo: Paul Thompson) 

31 May — 2 June 2019. QT, Canberra

PROGRAM AND GUIDE FOR DELEGATES

Laura Harris

Learn how 

to draw Old 

Tom in Leigh 

Hobbs’ hilarious 

lesson at the 

Conference 

Dinner. 
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The committee realised that one area with which 

teachers and teacher-librarians needed support was 

in knowing about good quality, contemporary 

Indigenous books and how to use them in the 

classroom in culturally sensitive ways. We 

optimistically applied for funding for Preparing for 

NAIDOC Week: Contemporary Australian 

Indigenous voices: are you up-to-date? Despite 

being unsuccessful in obtaining the funding, we 

strongly believed in its importance and proceeded 

with this PD course. It was very well received with 

over 70 attending.  

We were delighted to have Bronwyn Bancroft, 

Dub Leffler, Edie Wright and Brenton Mckenna 

present their very different perspectives. We 

partnered with the State Library, the Indigenous 

Literacy Foundation and Magabala Books to offer 

this essential course which we plan to become 

part of our regular program. We also applied for 

and received NESA accreditation for the course.  

As Brenton was in Sydney for a few days, two 

member schools had an entertaining visit from 

him. With Ubby’s Underdogs, Brenton has 

become the first Indigenous Australian to have a 

graphic novel published. Coordinated by Liz Bowring and Felicity Jagavkar. 

 

August 

We feel it is most important to celebrate 

the CBCA Book of the Year Award 

announcement with the young people it is 

intended for. The Kids Book of the Year 

Award event attracts a range of schools 

from across the metropolitan area, at a 

venue within walking distance from 

Central Railway Station. One of the most 

rewarding sections of the event is the 

reviews of the shortlisted books by 

students from the visiting schools. The 

reviews were insightful and well 

constructed. Our host was Sue Whiting and she was ably assisted by Jules Faber. The excitement of 

the CBCA Book of the Year announcement, a live caricature by Jules and a free book for everyone 

meant smiles all round. Some were lucky enough to purchase from our pop-up Bloomin’ Books 

Bookshop, an award winner, or one of Sue or Jules books to have autographed and take home with 

them. Coordinated by Gail Erskine, Paula Zaki, Felicity Jagavkar. 
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November 

Aspiring Writers Mentorship Program came to its conclusion in November with the presentation of 

the winner at our event of year Aspire & Celebrate! event. This is the culmination of a huge amount 

of work throughout the year by both the coordinator Sarah Foster and Felicity Jagavkar. From 

securing a sponsor, (thank you Scholastic), promoting the competition, dealing with website issues, 

liaising with judges, receiving and distributing manuscripts right through to the award night this has 

been a mammoth task.  85 manuscripts were entered, the bulk of which were from NSW. There 

were, however, nine from Victoria (four of them had more than one submission), nine from 

Queensland (again, including two, double submissions), one from Tasmania, three from the ACT and  

two from Western Australia. Twelve of the manuscripts were for the younger reader category while 

73 picture book texts were submitted for that section. 

CBCA NSW Branch is so grateful to the judges who gave generously of their time and expertise: the 

YA author Bill Condon; the author/illustrator James Foley; the author/editor Margaret Hamilton; the 

editor Beattie Alvarez and two children’s booksellers Rachael Robson and Lucie Towers. 

 

Branch Administration 

The success of our organisation depends on its public face, and Felicity Jagavkar has continued to 

provide professional and friendly management of administration, committee organisation, event 

coordination and other activities which ensure CBCA NSW Branch runs smoothly and economically. 

2019 has seen the end of the telephone landline. From January 1, 2020 all calls should be made to 

our mobile number 0455 605 577 or you can email us at cbcansw@bigpond.com. 

 

The announcement of both the shortlist of the 2019 

Aspiring Writers Mentorship program (AWMP) and of 

the ultimate winner of the Charlotte Waring Barton 

Award was enhanced by the festivity of our end of 

year celebration, Aspire & Celebrate! Guests were 

charmed by Scholastic author, Aura Parker in her 

own creative representation of the process of 

becoming a published author, and were treated to an 

entertaining and revealing in-conversation between 

Aura, her fellow Scholastic Author, Yvette Poshoglian, 

with editor Rebecca McRitchie (herself a published Author) which provided insights into the 

publishing process. Other helpful comments came from authors in the audience such as Libby 

Gleeson.  

 

It was marvellous to have 8 of the longlisted aspiring authors present at the event - one from 

Melbourne, one from Brisbane and one from Parkes. Sarah Hatton, Publicist at Scholastic 

announced the shortlist.  Descendants of Charlotte Waring – author of the first known  Australian 

book published for Children, written in 1841 – sisters and authors Kate Forsyth and Belinda 

Murrell – announced the Charlotte Waring Barton Award  for the winner of the Aspiring Writers 

Program to Trudi Sommers for her young fiction fantasy Dandy Lion and the Fireflies: The Tree of 

Whispers.  

 

Thanks go to Scholastic for sponsoring the 2019 AWMP and the Aspire & Celebrate! event and to 

Robert Oatley Wines for helping us enjoy the evening. Thank you to the judges who read all the 

entries. A good time was had by long term CBCA NSW Branch members and newcomers.  

AWMP Convenor Sarah Foster. Aspire & Celebrate Convenor Felicity Jagavkar. 
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Felicity actively supports and manages all our events in liaison with the committee coordinators. 

 

In 2019 we continued to have difficulty accessing grants. Many previous supporters have changed 

their focus. It became apparent that we needed to obtain Register of Cultural Organisations (ROCO) 

and Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status in order to access other avenues of philanthropy. This has 

not been a simple task, as elements of our constitution needed to be updated. Alison Roy has been 

assisting Sarah Foster, as our Grants Co-ordinator, and Felicity with this. She has been doing an 

amazing job. We hope to be able to lodge all documents in 2020. 

 

 

Website 

In May problems developed with our website, and these became terminal with the collapse of our 

webhost. Valiant work was undertaken by Terry Fahy to retrieve as much content as possible and to 

provide an interim solution. We investigated the hosting 

provided by the CBCA National, however it did not 

provide us with the services we needed to provide to our 

members, so we chose a highly rated host, and are able to 

load content ourselves. Felicity took on the task, with 

some help from Bronwyn Birdsall to build us a new 

website. She is now responsible for much of the design 

and maintenance of the site. It was operational by 

November 14. We are very pleased with the results. 

 

While we provide information to the general public about 

our organisation and our events, we have wonderful 

member only resources curated by Judith Radin and Gail 

Erskine in the Members’ Lounge. CBCA NSW and Victoria 

Branches collaborated to provide teaching and learning 

ideas about the Book Week theme and the titles on the 

CBCA 2019 Short List. Only available to members in the 

Members Lounge. 

 

Kids’ Corner, a monthly magazine for 8 ups, has presented 

a range of interviews, writing ideas, competitions, and links to interesting book ‘stuff’ through the 

year. Thanks to Jackie Hawkes for content and Cate James and Lucie Towers for illustrations.  

Our Facebook, twitter and Instagram pages keep us all up-to-the-moment thanks to the assistance of 

Bronwyn Birdsall and other members who contribute.  

https://www.facebook.com/CBCANSW/ 

https://twitter.com/cbcansw 

https://www.instagram.com/cbcansw/ 

 

i-Read  

 

i-Read, our regular newsletter, is delivered to all member’s inboxes via Mailchimp and continued to 

be the main source of communication about NSW Branch activities and CBCA matters generally. 
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Many thanks to Lucie Towers for creating and delivering our news and activities in 2019 and to 

Bronwyn Melville for advice re Mailchimp. Mailchimp has allowed us to contact members and 

supporters directly with important additional mailouts. 

Membership  

Membership has remained reasonably constant. We are mindful that membership is vital to the 

continuation of our organisation and are constantly striving to offer greater benefits in order to 

inspire new members and retain current ones.  

year date total School/ 

Library 

Junior Corporate 

Book shop 

Beneficiary Author 

Illustrator 

Adult 

2013 31/10/13 687       

2014 9/09/14 691       

2015 30/11/15 687       

2016 31/12/16 645       

2017 31/12/17 714 320 3 24 30 141 196 

2018 31/12/18 702 301 2 23 30 148 192 

2019 31/12/19 708 309 0 25 30 152 192 

 

 

Merchandise 

Once again merchandise sales declined in 2019. Although we ordered less stock than in previous 

years, we were still left with unsold stock which affected our budgeted profit. We again requested 

details of the online merchandise sales made by NSW clients over the last 5 years from the 

Merchandise Committee of the National Branch so we can ascertain if there has been a trend to 

online sales or an overall drop in demand so that we can order and plan accordingly. This information 

has not been made available. Traditionally sales of merchandise have facilitated a small but 

significant income for the NSW Branch. This year it was under $1000.00 

 

As we have received terrific volunteer support with packing and sending orders, we were able to 

continue to offer the sale of Merchandise through the office and a discount to CBCA members. We 

thank all our volunteers, especially Nigel Van Reyk, Alison Roy and Terry Fahy, who packed our 

branch orders each week during the period from May to August. 

 

We were not pleased by the range 

of items available in 2019. We 

requested removal of 

environmentally unsustainable 

products from the range. Our view 

is that although these items may be 

popular with students, the items 

are ephemeral, relating to the Book 

Week theme of one year. 

Therefore, we requested that 

merchandise offered by CBCA be 

sustainable. Items such as 

wristbands will not be available in 

2020. Members were disappointed by the deletion of the short-list poster. The Merchandise 

Committee has reinstated the product for 2020 
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Product  Past Sales 
 

2019 2018 2017 2016 

Book Week Poster 381 506 643 619 

Short List Poster 0 341 415 345 

Badge - Single 382 323 573 739 

Book Week Stickers (36/sheet) 354 581 973 790 

Bookmarks - Pack of 10 10 24 

 

598 

 

566 

 
Bookmarks - Pack of 30 47 119 

  

Bookmarks – Pack of 50 98    

Bookmarks - Pack of 200 98 100 

 

 

 

Bookmark - Comparison Singles 25,920 23,810 5,980 5,660 

Bunting: Indoor only 9 flags 200x300mm 201 283 324 267 

Pen 236 387 
 

 

Wristband  452 

 

 

 

Enamel pin 21    

Tote Bag 28    

Wall graphic - large 15    

Wall graphic - small 17    

OFFICIAL CBCA BW Handbook  
 

135 

 

164 

 

 CBCA Book of the Year Award Stickers 

4 Sheet Set-35 winners, honour, short list, notables 39 69 99 82 

1 Sheet Winner - 35 stickers 15 30 52 35 

1 Sheet Honour - 35 stickers 12 23 38 18 

1 Sheet Short List - 35 stickers 54 53 82 

 

49 

 
1 Sheet Notable - 35 stickers 18 27 35 21 

 

Early Childhood 

We have continued to produce Early Childhood promotional packs and an early childhood newsletter 

featuring relevant titles with activities each term in an endeavour to gain more members from this 

sector. So many of the CBCA Notable, shortlisted and awarded books are designed for this age group. 

We consider that we can provide assistance to early childhood educators and have continued to 

foster this relationship this year. This initiative has been directed by Gail Erskine and Laurel Reynolds. 

Our Patron  

Many thanks to Ms Megan Mitchell, the National Children’s Commissioner, for continuing in the role 

of patron of the CBCA NSW Branch.  
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CBCA National Board 

Thank you to Megan Lavender, our Board Director, and all other Board members for their 

commitment and achievements at the national level for the past year.  

In 2019 the Branch presidents continued the task of finding an acceptable form for restructuring our 

organisation as oneCBCA. A huge amount time has been devoted to this by Gail Erskine as the CBCA 

NSW Branch’s representative. We are very fortunate to have someone who understands the history 

of the organisation and who is so committed to the success of the whole organisation. Some 

productive outcomes were achieved in liaison with the other Branch Presidents and provision was 

made for decision making in 2020. 

A proposed change of the name of the ‘Notables’ by the Board was strongly rejected by CBCA 

members and the name ‘Notable’ reinstated. Also, an agreement which had given a financial 

advantage to one online book seller over other member bookseller was also reversed through the 

contribution of our committee.  

Sub-branches 

Some of the best connection between readers and our organisation occurs through our Sub-

branches. Here rich activities are held for children in their communities. Local literature lovers be 

they authors, illustrators, teachers, librarians, parents, book sellers are providing exciting events and 

supporting each other. Thank you to all sub-branches for faithfully sending meeting minutes and 

promoting NSW Branch activities. It is so satisfying to share the wonderful ideas you all have and 

how your communities are supported. Here are the 2019 President’s annual reports from each Sub-

branch.  

 

CBCA NSW Branch Blue Mountains Sub-branch President’s report 

Welcome to our AGM as we come around to the conclusion of our fifth successful year of operations 

and promotion of children’s literature in the mountains! 

In 2019, we expanded Little Free Libraries with nine libraries now operating. We have newly 

established libraries at Leura Day Care Centre and Winmalee Neighbourhood Centre. The Library that 

was in Gifts ‘n Things at Leura has been relocated to Bidwill Public School. Libraries continue to be 

well-used with books being replenished regularly. At this stage we are probably at our capacity to 

maintain these libraries. 

Once again, the Notables Celebrations, held at Pinerolo in May was a resounding success. We were 

bursting at the seams with two local authors/illustrators, Jenny Rowe and Tohby Riddle, who were 

included on the Notables list. They joined us for an informal chat regarding their inspirations and 

challenges as writers and illustrators. We also celebrated Jenny’s award of Companion of Order of 

Australia, and recognised local illustrator, Charmaine Ledden-Lewis on her receipt of the Kestin 

Award. A huge thank you to Jenny, Tohby and Charmaine who continue to be wonderful supporters 

for many of our ventures. 

We applied for, and received once again, a community grant from BMCC that was used to fund 

writing/illustrating workshops for students. These were held in conjunction with Blue Mountains City 

Libraries at Springwood and Katoomba. Participating students from a number of Blue Mountains 

schools reported wonderful and inspiring experiences with Tim Harris and Harry Laing. Thanks go to 

Michelle Rickerby and Cathy Lamond for organising these events. 
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In conjunction with Penguin Random House, school visits were organised with Oliver Phommavanh 

and RA Spratt, who entertained students at Blackheath, Lawson, Ellison and Bennett Rd public 

schools. 

We had two very successful dinners at Le Petit Chalet where we enjoyed the hospitality and 

wonderful food of Monique and Roland. Our first dinner guest was the wonderful Libby Gleeson and 

we rounded the year off with a Xmas dinner, where we were entertained by Steven Herrick. 

My thanks go to our hard-working committee, Michelle, Jackie, Cathy and Stephen, without whose 

efforts none of this would have happened. Thank you also to everyone who has been involved in 

whatever way, large or small, with any of our events in 2019. Last, but not least, a huge thank you as 

always to Margaret Hamilton, for her continued support of our activities. 

I look forward to another exciting year in 2020.  

Sheryl Cootes  

 

CBCA NSW Branch Central Coast Sub-branch President’s report 

2019 has been a rewarding and challenging year for our Central Coast Sub- Branch. Our 

opening event for the year was our Shortlist presentation which was held on 21st May at the 

Entrance Primary School Library following the TL Cluster Meeting. Paul MacDonald (Children's 

Bookshop Beecroft) gave a very informative presentation on the Shortlisted and Notable 

books but it was very disappointing that more Teacher Librarians didn't stay following their 

meeting. Paul is always so generous with his time and is very supportive of our small branch. 

 

Also, in May some of our members attended the Mantle Conference in Newcastle featuring 

Morris Gleitzman as the key speaker, the Sydney Writers Festival and the Catholic Primary 

Teacher Librarian Association Conference. They were able to relate wonderful stories from all 

events. 

 

Also several committee members attended the Jeannie Baker presentation at the State 

Library. Jeannie showcased her latest book "Collage". 

 

On July 7 our committee helped to organise a YA event at Gosford High School. It was very 

well received by teachers and students. John Larkin gave wonderful insights into his writing 

process and the inspiration for his books. Will Kostakis ran a fabulous writing workshop 

which was invaluable especially for students preparing for their HSC. It was disappointing 

that the initiate wasn't better supported by schools. 

 

Also, during July an Author visit was organised and hosted by Lyndall Coles at East Gosford 

Primary School. Brenton McKenna was a great presenter, inspiring the students with his graphic 

novel insights and illustrations. 

 

We celebrated Book Week with our Special Student Luncheon at Breakers Country Club 

Wamberal with our secret power Authors Tim Harris, M.C.D. Etheridge and Yvette Poshoclian. 

Students shared morning tea and lunch, participated in workshops with our fabulous authors 

and celebrated together in the lead up to the afternoon's CBCA Book of the Year 

announcement. Our thanks also to Book Face Erina for their continued support and supplying 

books for the raffle and bookmark. 

 

During August Fran Carson and myself attended Central Coast Early Educators Breakfast 
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Meeting at the Berkley Vale Community Centre and presented CBCA NSW packs ( Gail Erskine 

kindly gave us packs to give to local preschools in order to promote quality children's books and 

encourage membership ) to each preschool and explain the purpose and aims of the 

organisation and benefits of membership. 

 

In September working with the Erina Library and Claire Stuckey we promoted Talk Like a 

Pirate Day which many pre-schoolers from the area attended. A very successful morning was 

enjoyed by all and many are looking forward to a similar morning hopefully next year. 

 

It was with great sadness we said goodbye to the Children's Bookshop at Beecroft. We thank 

Paul and his staff for their continued support on the Central Coast and wish them well for the 

future. 

 

We completed our year with Christmas celebrations and dinner at the Breakers Country Club at 

Wamberal. 

 

I wish to thank our wonderful committee who have worked hard to promote the ideas of the 

Children's Book Council. I thank them for their commitment and contribution throughout the 

year. 2019 has been a year of ongoing problems due to lack of funding, less schools participating 

in events because of constraints at school levels and the cost of bringing authors to the Coast. 

 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday March 10th at the Breakers Country 

Club. We look forward to a rewarding and challenging 2020. 

 

Judy Stapleton (President) 

 

 

 

CBCA NSW Branch Eastern Suburbs Sub-branch President’s Report  

  

I am pleased to present my President’s report to the 2019 AGM covering our achievements in the 

2019 year.   

 

Some of our key achievements include:  

• Increased participation at meetings and increased membership  

• Bi-monthly meetings with consistent attendance  

• A children’s event which celebrated the launch Susanne Gervay’s new book.    
• A new partnership with Waverley Library  

• Support of the CBCANSW Naidoc and AAA events 

• Support of numerous member book launches 
 
In 2020, we look forward to a group excursion to Pinerolo, the Children’s Cottage and a children’s 

virtual event with Jules Faber. 

 

I would like to thank the executive committee, Vice President Sue Mirow, Secretary Jo Laretive, 

Treasurer Mel Tantchev and Chris Tantchev for their efforts and valuable contribution over the year. 

It makes the role of President a lot more pleasant when working with such a committed team.   

 

I would like to acknowledge the dedication and contribution of our members, speakers and 

presenters that helped make 2019 a very successful year. It has been an honour to be the President 

of the CBCA Eastern Sub-branch.  

 

I look forward to seeing 2020 continue the upward trend of success in our group.  
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Thank you  

Morag Tunks  

Eastern Suburbs Sub-Branch President  

 

 

 

CBCA NSW Branch Illawarra South Coast Sub-branch President’s Report 

 

This is my first President’s report for the CBCA NSW Branch Illawarra South Coast Sub-Branch, and I 

am happy to be able to report on a year of successful activities and opportunities to bring children, 

books, authors and illustrators together. Most of our 2019 committee were new to their roles and 

have achieved fantastic results given the steep learning curve experienced.   

 

In June, we held our Book Trivia fundraising lunch at Villa D’Oro. This year we adopted a new format 

– group trivia and lunch - we had good attendance and the atmosphere was festive, thanks to our 

MC (and stand-up comedian) Simon Nutt. We had a wonderful selection of raffle prizes, thanks to 

Total Bliss Hair and Body, Collins Booksellers Thirroul and Lucas Loves Cars, and overall raised over 

$2000.  

 

On Wednesday 14 August, we held our 12th Primary Schools’ Literary Lunch at the Fraternity Club, 

attended by 11 schools and a group from the Smith Family Learning for Life Program, slightly lower 

than previous attendance. We are, as always, grateful to the authors and illustrators who share their 

time and talent so generously. It was good to see some new faces among our authors and 

illustrators. Alison Tait (AL Tait) ran the workshop session and it was a happy and exciting day for the 

students. Collins Booksellers Thirroul held a pop-up bookstore to sell books from the attending 

authors and illustrators – and students loved to get their autographs during the day. 

 

In the January school holidays, we held another successful Kids Day Out at Dapto Ribbonwood Centre 

with over 100 children attending. Again, this year we used the Eventbrite booking system used by the 

Wollongong Libraries for their activities. This worked extremely well and made for an organised, 

smooth running day. Once again, the staff at Dapto Library and Ribbonwood Centre are enthusiastic 

and welcoming and provided extra staff and activities on the day. We were also grateful to 

committee members Pam and Bob Crowe and two new volunteers, Robyn and Maxine, who helped 

oversee rooms all day. A special thanks to Zoe Gaetjens who coordinated the authors and the 

program for the day and Sherryn Meeth who coordinated face painting. Book sales were arranged by 

Collins Booksellers Thirroul. Lynne Sadd and the Illawarra Honeybee volunteers (Breast cancer 

fundraisers) provided an excellent service for another year and the café was well patronised. We also 

donated to their fundraising in thanks. 

 

We have received incredible feedback from the Kids Day Out event from attendees and the CBCA 

NSW Branch, and have been contacted by Jacqueline Mohr from the proposed Mid North Coast Sub-

branch who would like to adopt the same format in the Coffs/Nambucca region.  

 

Zoe and I have taken over the running of our Facebook page and new Instagram account. It has been 

a great opportunity to connect with authors and illustrators and promote our activities more widely. 

I have also used Mailchimp to send regular newsletters to our email followers, adding new 

subscribers following an online membership drive in October 2019.  

 

In the absence of a Publicity Officer and Secretary (for the second half of the year), I have worked in 

conjunction with Penny Keogh to develop press releases and have secured promotions in the 

Illawarra Mercury, Coal Coast magazine, Parents Guide Illawarra, What’s On Wollongong and Wave 

FM to promote our events.  
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At last year’s AGM we were able to recruit new members to our committee, however, have 

unfortunately received resignations from many of them throughout the year. This year three of our 

long-standing committee members have decided to leave the committee, and I’d like to thank Danika 

Hall, Margaret Wolfe and Demelza Haines for all you have done to make the sub branch such a 

successful organisation over many years of involvement.  

 

As you can see it has been a busy year and it is worth remembering that our events are coordinated 

by five very enthusiastic volunteers. For our great work to continue I would encourage you to put 

your name forward for a position. The work is not onerous, meetings are few and the contacts with 

local families, schools, authors and illustrators is a wonderful experience.  

 

A huge thankyou to those who have supported us financially or by donating books this year: 

Bluescope WIN Community Partners Program, Thirroul Bowling Club, Di Bates, Michelle Morgan, 

Premiers’ Reading Challenge, Allen and Unwin, Random House, Hardie Grant Egmont, Hachette, 

CBCA NSW branch, and those who donated to our raffles. Thank you to Corrimal RSL and Board 

member Paul Boultwood, who has provided our meeting space at no cost. Sally Hall designed our 

souvenir booklet for the Literary Lunch and Danika Hall designed eye-catching posters and flyers for 

our events. Thanks to you both.  

 

Finally, my thanks to all committee members for all you have done this year. You are a wonderful 

group to work with and I appreciate your ongoing support.  

 

Kate O’Mealley 

 

CBCA NSW Branch Newcastle Sub-branch President’s Report 2019 

 

What a big year our sub-branch had in 2019! We started off the year with our AGM at the wonderful 

Hudson Street Hum with the creative Aleeta and Suzie. The AGM saw a few changes in the 

committee with a new Vice President and treasurer! (Thank you Lillian and Kimberly).  

 

This was followed by our second meeting held at The Creator Incubator. Braddon provided our 

members with the opportunity to go on a tour of the Creator Incubator, meeting artists and all things 

creative, what an incredible space! Even the gorgeous Gwynne Jones, Newcastle illustrator has a 

creative office space! Sue Whiting was our guest and enthralled us with her author talk and 

immersed us into her beautiful book ‘Beware the Deep Dark Forest’.  

 

The month of May saw us visiting Newcastle Libraries with our lovely host Julie Swane and the 

Notables list author Sheryl Gwyther with her novel ‘Sweet Adversity’. We saw an intriguing exhibition 

of Newcastle and regional maps in the Lovett Gallery and were then treated to a wonderfully 

informative and at times humorous author talk by Sheryl. Holding millions of year-old turtle poop 

was definitely the highlight for some! I still can’t get over it was millions of years old! 

The Winter months approached, and June took us to the lovely Belmont Library with Julie Dunn and 

Rachel Mallaby, hosted as well by Julie Swane who did a wonderful job of sharing with us some of 

the Book Week shortlist. This was followed by a very interesting sharing session by attending 

members. It was lovely to see what everyone was up to and this meeting had some wonderful new 

members attend. 

 

The very accommodating and lovely host Lyn Pritchard had us hunker down for meatball soup and a 

creative evening of collage with the wonderful Notables listed author Nicola Bolton at Hunter Valley 

Grammar School. All things paper, animals, tearing, pasting and creating was the agenda for the 

evening and what a great time was had by all! 

 

September saw us with the amazing ‘Stories After Dark: Reading is my Secret Power’. This was held 

at Newcastle Library which was again a fantastic venue to hold such an event. Julie Swane, Newcastle 
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Libraries and council along with Newcastle Library staff, volunteers, committee members, illustrators 

and authors made this night a magical one that is for sure. Our guest the wonderfully talented Lisa 

Nicol and her novel ‘Vincent and the Grandest Hotel on Earth’ was the basis for the library 

transformation turning nine spaces into hotel rooms. A big thankyou goes out to Nicola Bolton and 

Gwynne Jones for their spectacular hand-painted bears for the raffle. The committee was incredible 

in bringing this together and a special mention to our talented Vice President Lillian Webb for all the 

behind the scenes work on schedules, room details, paperwork, tasks just to name a few. It’s the 

behind the scenes that are the bones of an event such as this, so a big thankyou to you Lillian and a 

huge thankyou to the committee!! 

 

Our Christmas party held at The Sydney Junction Hotel organised by our Christmas queen Ruth and 

her gorgeous assistant Kirrili was a huge success. Our guest author Chris Collin spoke passionately 

about his journey to becoming an author and all things Funky chicken like! Food was amazing, 

decorations and atmosphere exactly how a beautiful Christmas party should be! Thank you, Ruth and 

your wonderful helpers. 

 

So, from me, I would like to extend a very warm and heartfelt thanks to all our hosts, authors, 

illustrators, committee members, Newcastle Libraries, Lake Mac Libraries, MacLean’s Book Store, 

Katrina McKelvey for printing, volunteers and anyone else who played a part in promoting children’s 

books and literature. And last but definitely not least THANKYOU to our wonderfully amazing 

members, you continue to inspire us in your endeavours to promote a love of reading to the 

community and to and for the children of Newcastle! 

Jodie Carlson 

 

 

CBCA NSW Branch New England North West Sub-branch President’s Report 2019 

 

In 2019 our sub-branch has been busy as usual with great activities, including our regular themed 

meetings. At these meetings, we have speakers, mostly sub-branch members, occasionally visitors, to 

talk about various themes and topics within the world of children’s books. This year, themes of 

meetings included graphic novels, books featuring collective nouns, Australiana books, classics, and 

more. There was also the always-popular discussion of the CBCA shortlist, presented by former CBCA 

Awards judge and sub-branch member, Dr Heather Fisher. 

 

We collaborated again this year with the New England Writers’ Centre in the annual Booked In 

children’s literature festival in May. Our featured visiting author was best-selling writer Jacqueline 

Harvey, who visited schools in our immediate New England region – Armidale, Guyra, Uralla and 

Walcha, across a range of age groups and group sizes. She was also featured at a very popular signing 

session at Granny Fi’s Toy Cupboard, a lovely local business. Through our schools contact network, 

we also helped NEWC to set up a Booked In outreach program further afield this year, with two 

professional local author-illustrators presenting: Fiona McDonald to Tamworth and Trish Donald to 

Glen Innes.  

 

We were also involved in publicising another initiative by the New England Writers’ Centre in 2019, 

the Stories Connect program, an innovative and very successful program which was aimed at 

encouraging creativity and connections between the newly-resettled Ezidi refugee community and 

the wider Armidale community. As well,  I was the co-ordinator of this program, which consisted of 

several components: workshops in primary schools with local authors and illustrators (participants 

included both Ezidi and non-Ezidi children); a manga/anime workshop for teenagers and adults, with 

a visiting presenter; narrative photography created by two young Ezidi men, about their families’ 

new lives in Armidale; community storytelling exhibitions; an exhibition and a short documentary 

film. More about this program, including the film, can be seen at http://www.newc.org.au/stories-

connect.html 
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Once again, we participated in publicity and promotion around NEWC’s very successful national 

award for illustrators, the New England Illustration Prize, which is now in its fourth year.  

In other news, we took part in discussions around concerns about the future direction of the 

Armidale Regional Council Libraries, joining in with Friends of the Library to do so. 

 

Our finances and administration are in great shape as ever, thanks to our Treasurer Lyndal Knuckey 

and Secretary Sylvia Ransom, and we look forward to a new year full of great events and activities, 

including Booked In, which we will again collaborate on with the Writers’ Centre and will feature 

wonderful school visits and a community workshop in Armidale and district by multi-award winning 

author Ursula Dubosarsky and acclaimed publisher Magrete Lamond of Dirt Lane Press, around 

Ursula’s illustrated book, Leaf Stone Beetle, published by Dirt Lane Press. We are also helping to 

facilitate a further Booked In outreach to Moree and Mungindi this year, as well as Tamworth and 

Glen Innes—an outreach program presented by several professional authors and illustrators.  

Sophie Masson AM. 

 

 

 CBCA NSW Branch Northern Sydney Sub-branch President’s Report 2019 

 

Our main activities for our last financial year were as follows: 

 

Meetings 

6th Feb- We had a committee planning meeting at President Jan Latta’s house to organise and steer 

major events.  

 

We had 3 meetings (in school term) to hear guest speakers and to discuss local activities as well as 

Lunch with the Stars, Xmas in July and casual Xmas drinks.  

 

3rd April- Event 1 and AGM. Beecroft Book shop. Guest Speakers- The girls from ‘One More Page’. 

Kate Simpson, Liz Ledden and Nat Amoore.  

12th June- Event 2- Publisher’s Panel at Belrose Public School Library. Book launch- Matthew Shalvey.   

30th July- Talks at Gordon Library. Oliver Phommavanh, Belinda Murrell, Kate Forsyth and Jan Latta.  

31st July- Event 3- Xmas in July and celebration for our 10th Anniversary at Forestville RSL. Guest 

speakers- David Legge and Margaret Wild. 

3rd September- Event 4- Lunch with the Stars at St Pat’s in Manly - 10 year celebration. Guest 

speakers- Matt Cosgrove and Tim Harris.  

27th November- Casual Xmas get together at Terry Hills Tavern.  

 

We continued our segment called Book Babies, where members introduce their newly published 

books to the audience. This proves to be a popular segment.  

 

Author Afternoon Teas 

We had another successful author afternoon tea Belrose Public School on  

  

6th June- Belrose Public School- Authors included Oliver Phommavanh, Belinda Murrell, Ruth Devine, 

Yvonne Low, Jules Faber, Brydie Wright, Jan Latta, Debra Tidball and Anne Donnelly. 
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Lunch with the Stars 

This was held again on 3rd Sept at St Pat’s Estate in Manly. This is the 10th one in a row. Again, 

brilliantly organized by Belinda Murrell- guest speakers- Tim Harris and Matt Cosgrove. Tim Harris 

had the audience enthralled and the wonderfully talented Matt Cosgrove helped the kids draw an 

alpaca. 20 authors. 19 schools. 200 guests. Thank you to our sponsors- Bic (pens and textas), Penguin 

Random House (books and resource packs) Humphreys (book seller) Hornsby Toyota (sponsored 2 

tables from Stewart House and donated $500 toward expenses.) Thank you also to Louise Park for 

organizing the invoices etc and Jan Latta for creating the booklets and posters.   

 

Children and teachers attended from Stewart House, Brookvale Public, International Japanese 

School, John Colet School, Killara Public School, Manly Village Public School, Mosman Prep, Oxford 

Falls Grammar, Pittwater House, St John the Apostle, St Josephs, St Mary’s, St Thomas, Terrey Hills 

Public School and Wheeler Heights Public School. Balgowlah Heights Public School, St Martins and 

Northbridge Public School.  

 

Authors and illustrators attended- Tim Harris, Matt Cosgrove, Deb Abela, Jesse Blackadder, Lindy 

Batchelor, Wendy Blaxland, Ruth Devine, Jules Faber, Wendy Fitzgerald, Kate Forsyth, Susanne 

Gervay, Lesley Gibbes, Jacqueline Harvey, Jan Latta, Amelia McInerney, Lisa Nicol, Belinda Murrell, 

Louise Park, Aura Parker, Catherine Pelosi and Debra Tidball.  

 

LWTS writing competition 

Again, we ran a writing competition for the kids. Winning students won a writing workshop for their 

classes.  

 

Warringah Library Services Young Writer’s Competition 

In August, some of our members were again invited to be judges in this writing competition. It 

involved judging stories, presenting prizes with the mayor at a special presentation night at Dee Why 

Council Chambers.  

Judges – Anna Fienberg, Debra Tidball, Erin Gough, Jaclyn Moriarty, Oliver Phommavanh and Nathan 

Luff. Lindy Batchelor started this competition 8 or 9 years ago. 

 

Travelling Suitcases 

Anne Donnelly and Wendy Fitzgerald bravely took on the challenge of looking after the 5 travelling 

suitcases. Oliver Phommavanh, Belinda Murrell, Louise Park, Jan Latta and Kate Forsyth. These were 

circulated around schools. To book- email suitcasesnorth@gmail.com 

 

CBCA NSW Northern Sydney Sub-branch Xmas Party 2019 

2019 Xmas in July and 10-year anniversary party was held on 31st July at Forestville RSL.  

Keynote speakers were David Legge and Margaret Wild.  

This was a very successful event. Jan Latta presented a wonderful presentation of photos from our 10 

years. The committee sang a special song to the tune of Jingle Bells- Wendy Fitzgerald played her 

keyboard. We had a special cake and special bookmarks were printed for the event.  

Xmas in July brought together 70 guests- authors, parents, teachers, publishers, booksellers and 

book lovers in a fun evening.  

Paul MacDonald was the book seller. 

We held a raffle, a silent auction.  

We thought Forestville RSL was a terrific venue and the Xmas in July worked well too.  

 

Donations and Grants 
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We received a $500 Youth Grant from Forestville RSL.  

Hornsby Toyota again donated $1040 to the LWTS- for 2 tables from Stewart House and $500 

towards expenses.  

We received $115 from CBCA NSW in memberships.  

 

Plans for 2020 

Our aim remains to help inspire children, librarians and parents with enthusiasm for books and 

reading.  

We have some fabulous things planned for 2020. (See dates below)  

 

These events happen because of the generosity, good will, creativity and hard work of our 

committee members. Thank you to all the 2019 committee-  

 

President- Jan Latta 

Vice President- Wendy Fitzgerald 

Secretary- Debra Tidball 

Treasurer- Louise Park 

Minutes Secretary- Jean Saxby 

Lunch with the Stars- Belinda Murrell 

Graphic Designer- Jan Latta 

Travelling Suitcases- Anne Donnelly and Wendy Fitzgerald 

Other Valuable Committee Members- Marian McGuinness, Wendy Blaxland, Kirsty O’Rourke, Oliver 

Phommavanh, Fran Jones, Matthew Shalvey and Brydie Wright. 

 

We are delighted to be linked with Warringah Library Services and are very happy to help with their 

events. Some of our members have run events linked to Gordon Library during the year.  

 

We thank Jan Latta for doing an outstanding job as president in 2019.  

 

We appreciate and congratulate everyone in the CBCA NSW Branch Inc Northern Sydney Sub-branch 

for making all these terrific things happen in the community that link kids, books and authors.  

 

We will continue to support CBCA NSW Branch events as well- Night of Notables, AAA Event, AGM 

and High Tea with the Stars, BOTY event, Book week merchandise etc.  

 

We’d also like to thank the CBCA NSW Branch for their terrific events, inspiration, encouragement 

and support.  

 

Jan Latta and Wendy Fitzgerald 

President and Vice President CBCA NSW Branch Inc Northern Sydney Sub-branch 2019 

 

 

 


